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Pl ease provide sunmary i nformation on the process by which this report
has been prepared, including information on the types of stakehol ders
who have been actively involved in its preparation and on nmaterial which
was used as a basis for the report

In 1997 the Environnent Unit established a National Biodiversity Advisory
Committee. This conmittee has net several times a year between 1997 and 2002.
Thi s has provided an inter-agency steering committee for discussion of

bi odi versity matters including the national reports to the COP. Menbership of
the National Biodiversity Advisory Conmmttee is drawn fromrel evant
governnent Departnments, Acadenic Institutions and NGOs.

In early 2001 the Environment Unit established four working groups to

mai ntai n discussion in greater detail on specific biodiversity issues of

i nportance to Vanuatu. These draw on the specific interests of nmenbers of the
Nati onal Biodiversity Advisory Comrttee and additional expertise avail able
in the wider comunity, including acadenic institutions, statutory
authorities and NGOs. These groups provide a forum for discussion on

techni cal and scientific capacity issue; for discussion of traditiona

know edge and rights; for discussion of institutional capacity for

bi odi versity conservation; and lastly for discussion of biodiversity
conservation and sustai nabl e use. These working groups and their discussions
have fed into the conpilation of this report.

Staff attached to the NBSAP Project worked on the report, collating

i nfornmati on from published and unpublished sources, and drawi ng on the work
of the Biodiversity Unit within the Environnent Unit, and fromthe Advisory
Conmittee and Wirki ng G oups. Suppl enentary informati on where required has
been obtained fromindividuals or organisations active w thin Vanuatu through
nmeetings and interviews.

The report has passed t hrough normal Governnent channels to receive
M nisterial |evel endorsement.

The report’s long and detailed format makes it a difficult docunent to
present as a whole for review Securing views on discrete issues within the
report prior to conpilation has been nore practical




Pl ease provide information on any particul ar circunstances in your
country that are relevant to understandi ng the answers to the questions
in this report

Vanuatu is an archipelago of over 80 islands in the south west Pacific
stretching 1,300 kilonetres fromnnorth to south. Despite a snall popul ation,
estimated at 193,219 people in 1999% Vanuatu is culturally diverse with over
110 language and cultural groups. Seventy-ni ne percent of the population
live in rural villages, ranging from one famly to several hundred people,
neeting their subsistence and cash needs from locally available terrestria
and i nshore marine resources.

The Vanuatu constitution states that

« all land and resources on that |and belongs to the indigenous custom
owners and their descendants;

e customrules are the basis for the ownership and use of |and and resources
on that |and.

Land cannot be alienated, but can be |eased from the |andholders for fixed
peri ods and agreed purposes. This system of |and and resource mnanagenent
differs from nmobst countries. It limts the capacity of governnent to
conserve biodiversity wthout the support, understanding & commitment of
| andhol ders.

The national office responsible for the environment, the Environment Unit,
now has only 3 pernmanent staff and an annual government budget of |ess than
US$50, 000. The provincial governnents have diverse responsibilities with the
best resourced having a total staff of less than 15 people, sone only 3 or 4
staff. The Forestry Department maintains officers on only 4 islands, with two
of these islands having only a single officer responsible for all aspects of
ext ensi on, conservation, overseeing forest operations, conpliance nmonitoring
and enforcement. Simlarly the Fisheries Departnent nmintains officers on
only 4 islands, with two of these islands having only a single officer
responsi ble for all aspects of comrercial and subsistence fisheries and

mari ne managenent .

Consequently Vanuatu has special issues that come from geographic and socia
diversity and isolation (..sea separating islands; diverse | anguages and

cultures; linmted transport and comunication facilities.) and the limted
ability of governnent to provide adequate services to all islands in the
country.

1l Statistics Ofice, 1999. 1999 Popul ation Census Prelinminary Result.




The COP has established programmes of work that respond to a nunber of
Articles. Please identify the relative priority accorded to each thene
and the adequacy of resources. This will allow subsequent information on
i npl enentation of each Article to be put into context. There are other
questions on inplenentation of the programes of work at the end of
t hese gui del i nes.

I nl and wat er ecosystens

1. Wiat is the relative priority for inplenentation of this work programe in your
country?

a) High X

b) Medi um

c) Low

d) Not rel evant

2. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for neeting the obligations and
recomendat i ons made?

a) Good

b) Adequate

c) Limting

d) Severely limting X

Marine and coastal biological diversity

3. What is the relative priority for inplenmentation of this work programre in your
country?

a) High X

b) Medi um

c) Low

d) Not relevant

4. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for neeting the obligations and
reconmendat i ons nade?

a) Good

b) Adequate

c) Limting

d) Severely limting X

Agricul tural biological diversity

5. What is the relative priority for inplenentation of this work progranmme in your
country?

a) High X

b) Medi um

c) Low

d) Not rel evant




6. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for neeting the obligations and
recommendat i ons made?

a) Good

b) Adequate

c) Limting

d) Severely linmting X

Forest biological diversity

7. What is the relative priority for inplenentation of this work programme in your
country?

a) High X
b) Medi um

c) Low

d) Not relevant

8. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for neeting the obligations and
recommendat i ons nade?

a) Good

b) Adequate

c) Limting

d) Severely limting X

Bi ol ogi cal diversity of dry and sub-humid | ands

9. What is the relative priority for inplenentation of this work progranmme in your
country?

a) High

b) Medi um

c) Low

d) Not rel evant X

10. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for neeting the obligations and
recommendat i ons nade?

a) Good

b) Adequate

c) Limting

d) Severely limting




Further conments on work progranmes and priorities

Wthin all relevant GEF work progranmmes, Vanuatu' s BSAP enphasi ses the

i mportance of building in-country capacity for biodiversity conservation at
every |l evel and sector: governnent, Province, comunity and i ndividual
Capacity has been defined broadly. It is the ways and neans needed to do what
has to be done, effectively, efficiently and sustainably. Capacity is nmuch
broader than sinply skills, people and plans. It includes conmitnment,
resources and all that is brought to bear on a process to make it successful

Exi sting capacity was a key consideration in devel opnent of the nationa
Bi odi versity Strategy Action Plan and in prioritising work progranmes for
action, with capacity building the key to realising in the future actions
that are not possible today.

Even so the resources available at a Provincial and National |evel for

bi odi versity nanagenent are extrenely limting. Vanuatu will be reliant on
external support if key strategies relating to freshwater ecosystens, forests
and marine and coastal environnents are to be achieved. As a mediumterm
strategy capacity building initiatives includes attenpts to identify nationa
| evel funding sources.

G ven the inter-rel atedness of ecosystens on snall tropical islands,

particul arly where subsistence agricultural systens predom nate, the division
into GEF work programes is artificial and problematic. Integrated and
hol i stic approaches are considered nore appropriate.




Article 5 Cooperation

11. What is the relative priority afforded to i nplenentation of this Article and the
associ at ed deci sions by your country?

a) High X b) Medi um c) Low

12. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for neeting the obligations and
recomendat i ons made?

a) Cood b) Adequate c) Limting |X d) Severely limting

Further comments on relative priority and on availability of resources

Vanuatu' s ability to neet its CBD obligations is to a significant extent
dependent on the co-operation it receives from nei ghbouring countries; from
regi onal intergovernnental organisations (SPREP, SPC etc.); and fromthe

i nternational governnent and non gover nnent community. Co-operation and

col I aborati on have been inportant in providing technical assistance; in-
country capacity building; networking; and accessing funding to enable
programe and project delivery.

However this experience is also linmting. Vanuatu is not always able to
address its priority issues, but often finds work confined to the priorities
of those with whomit collaborates.

13. I's your country actively cooperating with other Parties in respect of areas beyond
national jurisdiction for the conservation and sustai nabl e use of bi ol ogi cal
di versity?

a) bilateral cooperation (please give details bel ow) Yes
b) international programes (please give details bel ow Yes
c) international agreements (please give details bel ow) Yes

Decision IV/4. Status and trends of the biological diversity of inland
wat er ecosystens and options for conservation and sustai nabl e use

14. Has your country devel oped effective cooperation for the sustai nabl e managenent of
transboundary wat ersheds, catchnments, river basins and m gratory species through
bilateral and multil ateral agreenments?

a) no

b) yes - limted extent (please give details bel ow) X

c) yes - significant extent (please give details bel ow)

d) not applicable




Decision IV/15. The relationship of the CBD with the CSD and
bi odi versity-rel ated conventions, other international agreenents,
institutions and processes or relevance

15. Has your country devel oped managenent practices for transboundary protected areas?

a) no

b) yes - limted extent (please give details bel ow X

c) yes - significant extent (please give details bel ow)

d) not rel evant

Deci sion V/21. Co-operation with other bodies

16. Has your country collaborated with the International Biodiversity Observation Year
of DI VERSI TAS, and ensured conplenentarity with the initiative foreseen to be

undert aken by the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cul tural Organization and
the Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity to increase scientific

know edge and public awareness of the crucial role of biodiversity for sustainable
devel opnent ?

a) no X

b) to alimted extent

c) to a significant extent

Deci sion V/27. Contribution of the Convention on Biological Diversity
to the ten-year review of progress achieved since the United Nations
Conf erence on Environment and Devel opnent

17. I's your country planning to highlight and enphasi ze bi ol ogical diversity
considerations in its contribution to the ten-year review of progress since the Earth
Sunmi t ?

a) no

b) yes X




Further conments on inplementation of this Article

Vanuatu actively cooperates with other Parties in a range of bilateral and
multilateral initiatives for the conservation and sustai nabl e use of

bi ol ogi cal diversity. Many of these are progranmes coordinated through
regi onal inter-governnental organisations : South Pacific Regiona

Envi ronnment Progranmme; South Pacific Comunity; South Pacific Forum Forum
Fi sheries Agency. Others are organi sed by international organisations or
specific countries. The Wrld Wde Fund for Nature South Pacific Programe
has been particularly active in pronoting regional |evel dialogue on

bi odi versity matters.

Vanuat u’ s bi odiversity conservation initiatives have al so benefited from

i nformal technical assistance provided (often by renote nmeans such as enail
conmuni cations) by scientific staff within government and academ c
institutions in other countries. Gven the limted technical capacity in-
country it will be vital that such assistance is forthcom ng and readily
accessible. It is also helpful if it can be provided in a collaborative way
t hat enabl es young professional staff in-country to develop their own
confidence and experti se.

Vanuatu is still preparing its national in-put to the ten-year review of
UNCED. Vanuatu has participated in the preparation of a regiona

communi cation. It is intended that the National Biodiversity Advisory
Conmittee, established to support preparation of the BSAP, will be a key
agency involved in preparation of a national comrunication
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Article 6 General neasures for conservati on and sustai nabl e use

18. What is the relative priority afforded to i nplenentation of this Article and the
associ at ed deci si ons by your country?

a) High b) Medium X c) Low

19. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for neeting the obligations and
recommendat i ons made?

a) Cood b) Adequate c) Linmting d) Severely linmiting | X

Further comments on relative priority and on availability of resources

Vanuatu conpl eted and adopted its National Biodiversity Strategy and Action
Plan in 2000. This document gives guidance at a national [evel on nmeasures
for conservation and sustainabl e use of natural resources.

Wth GEF enabling financing Vanuatu has established a working group that is
| eadi ng di scussion and debate on bi odiversity conservati on and sustai nabl e
use, and provides an advi sory teamto governnent.

However Vanuatu has only been able to proceed to devel op a national strategy
for conservation and sustainable use and to work on its inplenentation

t hrough access to enabling funds fromthe GEF. Wthout this support progress
woul d have been limted.

Consi derabl e enphasis is being placed on inproved cross sectora
col l aboration as a nmeans of realising sustainable use of biodiversity within
the limted resources and capacities available in-country.

20. What is the status of your national biodiversity strategy (6a)?

a) none

b) early stages of devel opnent

c) advanced stages of devel oprment

d) conpl eted2

e) conpleted and adopt ed2 X

f) reports on inplenentation avail abl e

21. What is the status of your national biodiversity action plan (6a)?

a) none

b) early stages of devel opnent

c) advanced stages of devel oprment

d) conpl eted2

e) conpleted and adopted2 X

f) reports on inplenentation avail abl e

2/ Please provide information requested at the end of these guidelines.
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22. Do your national strategies and action plans cover all articles of the Convention
(6a)?

a) sone articles only

b) nost articles X

c) all articles
23. Do your national strategies and action plans cover integration of other sectoral

activities (6b)?

a) no

b) sone sectors

c) all mmjor sectors
d) all sectors X
Decision I1/7 and Decision I11/9 Consideration of Articles 6 and 8

24. 1s action being taken to exchange information and share experience on the national

action planning process with other Contracting Parties?

a) little or no action
b) sharing of strategies, plans and/or case-studies X
c) regional neetings X

25. Do all
cooper ati on conponent ?

of your country’s strategies and action plans include an international

a) no X
b) yes

26. Are your country’'s strategies and action plans coordinated with those of

nei ghbouring countries?
a) no Not yet

b) bilateral/nultilateral discussions under way

c) coordinated in sone areas/thenes

d) fully coordinated

e) not applicable

27. Has your country set measurable targets within its strategies and acti on pl ans?

a) no

b) early stages of devel opnent

c) advanced stages of devel opnent

d) progranmme in place

e) reports on inplenentation avail able
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If a devel oping country Party or a Party with econony in transition -

28. Has your country received support fromthe financial nechanismfor the preparation
of its national strategy and action plan?

a) no
b) yes X
If yes, which was the Inplenmenting Agency (UNDP/ UNEP/Worl d Bank) ? UNEP

Decisions I11/21. Relationship of the Convention with the CSD and
bi odi versity-rel ated conventi ons

29. Are the national focal points for the CBD and the conpetent authorities of the
Ranmsar Convention, Bonn Convention and Cl TES cooperating in the inplenentation of
t hese conventions to avoid duplication?

a) no
b) yes — limted extent
c) yes — significant extent X

Further comments on inplenmentation of this Article

Vanuatu’ s BSAP includes crude but neasurable targets related to achieving
specific outputs. Setting targets relating to biological or ecol ogica
parameters is inpossible given the lack of baseline data on Vanuatu's

bi odi versity, and the limted resources available in-country. At present GEF
adm nistrative policy views nonitoring as primarily a nationa
responsibility, so there is |imted access to international funding for this
pur pose.

As part of the current enabling add-on a capacity assessnment of nonitoring
needs will be conducted, to include capacity sharing between sectors and
institutions. It is anticipated that this capacity will fall well bel ow that
required to establish nmeasurable and verifiable biodiversity indicators and
tar gets.

Regi onal organi sations and international organisations have established
platforns for communi cati on between Pacific Island Countries on CBD

i npl enentation. This has not noved to supporting international coordination
of strategy content, and this is not considered appropriate. These fora are
not al ways accessible, or are accessible with constraints e.g. travel funding
nm ght be at the expense of in-country progranme delivery. Vanuatu has not
participated in sone of these neetings as funds were not avail abl e.

Wi | e beneficial in nunmerous ways, participation in regional and
international platfornms is also a burden with negative inmpacts. Gven the
smal | pool of professionals able to speak for Vanuatu at an internationa

| evel , key individuals can be pulled out of the country for significant

peri ods. There may not be resources available to replace their inputs to in-
country work programes, |leading to delay or “stop-start” initiatives.
Greater coordination of events, |eading to reduced out of country time would
be an advant age.
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Article 7 ldentification and nonitoring

30. What is the relative priority afforded to inplementation of this Article and the
associ at ed deci si ons by your country?

a) High X b) Medi um c) Low

31. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for neeting the obligations and
recommendat i ons made?

a) Cood b) Adequate c) Linmting d) Severely linmiting | X

Further comments on relative priority and on availability of resources

Est abl i shing baseline data and nonitoring selected indicators was given high
priority in Vanuatu' s BSAP. However the GEF policy that nonitoring and

i nfornmati on managenent is a national priority has been a barrier to
establishing effective systens to date, as in-country funds have not becone
avai | abl e.

Moni toring al so depends on a degree of scientific capacity being avail abl e.

At present Vanuatu | acks the nost basic capacity: |lack of scientific

equi pnment and furbished | aboratories; |ack of taxonom c skills and resources;
| ack of baseline data and inventories. Afirst step nust be to build in-
country capacity, and establish procedures for capacity support from externa
parties. It is desirable that any technical capacity sharing takes place in a
manner that builds |ocal capacity (through training initiatives,

partnerships, nentoring etc.) not purely as service delivery.

32. Does your country have an ongoi ng i nventory programre at species |level (7a)?

a) mninmal activity

b) for key groups (such as threatened or endenic species) or Initial

i ndi cators stages, ad hoc
rat her than
strategic.

c) for a range of mmjor groups

d) for a conprehensive range of species

33. Does your country have an ongoi ng i nventory progranme at ecosystem|level (7a)?

a) mnimal activity

b) for ecosystens of particular interest only Initial

stages, ad hoc
rather than
strategic.

c) for mmjor ecosystens

d) for a conprehensive range of ecosystens

34. Does your country have an ongoi ng i nventory programre at genetic |evel (7a)?

a) mninmal activity X

b) m nor programe in sone sectors

C) mmjor programe in sone sectors

d) major programme in all rel evant sectors




14

35. Does your country have ongoi ng nonitoring progranmes at species |level (7a)?
a) mnimal activity
b) for key groups (such as threatened or endem c species) or Initial
i ndi cators stages, ad hoc
rat her _than
strategic.
c) for a range of mmjor groups
d) for a conprehensive range of species
36. Does your country have ongoi ng nonitoring progranmes at ecosystem | evel (7b)?
a) mnimal activity
b) for ecosystens of particular interest only Initial
stages, ad hoc
rat her Fhan
strategic.
c) for mmjor ecosystens
d) for a conprehensive range of ecosystens
37. Does your country have ongoi ng nonitoring programes at genetic |evel (7b)?
a) mnimal activity X
b) mnor progranmme in sone sectors
c) mmjor programe in sone sectors
d) mgjor programme in all rel evant sectors
38. Has your country identified activities with adverse affects on biodiversity (7c)?
a) limted understanding
b) threats well known in sone areas, not in others X
c) most threats known, sonme gaps in know edge
d) conprehensive under st andi ng
e) reports avail able
39. I's your country nonitoring these activities and their effects (7c)?
a) no
b) early stages of progranme devel opnent X
c) advanced stages of programme devel opment
d) programme in place
e) reports on inplenentation avail able
40. Does your country coordinate information collection and managenent at the national
| evel (7d)~?
a) no
b) early stages of progranme devel opnent X
c) advanced stages of programe devel opment
d) programe in place
e) reports on inplenentation avail abl e




Decision I11/10 Identification, nmonitoring and assessnent
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41. Has your country identified national indicators of biodiversity?

a) no
b) assessnent of potential indicators underway X (no donor)
c) indicators identified (if so, please describe bel ow)
42. |'s your country using rapid assessnent and renote sensing techni ques?
a) no
b) assessing opportunities
c) yes, to alimted extent X Rapid
assessnent
Renot e sensi ng
too expensive
and not used
f or
bi odi versity
maangenent .
d) yes, to a nmjor extent
e) reports on inplenentation avail abl e
43. Has your country adopted a “step-by-step” approach to inplenenting Article 7 with
initial enmphasis on identification of biodiversity conponents (7a) and activities

havi ng adverse effects on them (7c)?

a) no

b) not appropriate to national circunstances

c) yes

To limted
ext ent

44. | s your country cooperating with other Contracting Parties on pil ot
denonstrate the use of assessment and indi cator met hodol ogi es?

projects to

a) no

b) yes (if so give details bel ow)

In early stages
in context of a
GEF MsP

45. Has your country prepared any reports of experience with application of assessment

net hodol ogi es and nade these avail able to other Contracting Parties?

a) no

X

b) yes

46. | s your country seeking to make taxonomi c information held in its collections nore

wi del y avail abl e?

a) no relevant collections

b) no action

c) yes (if so, please give details bel ow) X very
limted

col l ections
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Decision V/7. ldentification, nonitoring and assessnent, and indicators

47. 1s your country actively involved in co-operating with other countries in your
region in the field of indicators, nonitoring and assessnent ?

a) no

b) limted co-operation X

c) extensive co-operation on sone issues

d) extensive co-operation on a wi de range of issues

48. Has your country nmmde avail abl e case studi es concerni ng the devel opnent and
i mpl ement ati on of assessnent, nonitoring and indi cator progranmes?

a) no No case
studies to
circul ate.

b) yes - sent to the Secretariat

c) yes — through the national CHM

d) yes — other neans (pl ease specify)

49. | s your country assisting other Parties to increase their capacity to devel op
i ndi cator and nonitoring programes?

a) no X

b) providing training

c) providing direct support

d) sharing experience

e) other (please describe)

Further comments on inplenmentation of this Article

Vanuatu has made limted progress to date in devel oping effective
identification, nonitoring and assessnent indicators. At present there is
i nadequat e basel i ne knowl edge, and a | ack of in-country capacity and
resour ces.

Work is schedul ed under the NBSAP add-on to stock take existing nonitoring
and assessnment activities within country, and to identify how i nformation
fromthese diverse often sectoral activities could be used in a collaborative
and integrated fashion to provide a foundation for biodiversity nonitoring.

Vanuatu is receiving technical support fromthe Australian Government to

i mprove its herbarium and fauna dat abases and to include G S and nappi ng
functions. This is an inportant tool that will build nore effective capacity
for species identification and nmonitoring, illustration of range and

hi storical changes in species distribution. Currently this information is not
accessi ble, and work on this system has been del ayed.




Deci si ons on Taxonony
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Decision 1V/1 Report and recommendations of the third nmeeting of SBSTTA

[part]

50. Has your country carried out a national taxonom c needs assessnent, and/or held
wor kshops to determnine national taxonomic priorities?

a) no X

b) early stages of assessnent

c) advanced stages of assessnent

d) assessnent conpl eted
51. Has your country devel oped a national taxonom c action plan?

a) no X

b) early stages of devel opnent

c) advanced stages of devel opnent

d) action plan in place

e) reports on inplenentation avail able

52.

I's your country nmaki ng avail abl e appropri ate resources to enhance t

of taxonom c information?

he availability

a) no

b) yes, but this does not cover all known needs adequately

c) yes, covering all known needs

53.

I's your country encouraging bilateral and nultilateral training and enpl oynent
opportunities for taxononmists, particularly those dealing with poorly

known or gani sns?

a) no

b) sone opportunities

X (receiving
assi stance
from ot hers)

c) significant opportunities

54. |'s your country investing on a long-termbasis in the devel opnent of appropriate
infrastructure for your national taxonom c collections?

a) no X Need
identified
but no
resour ces
avail able to
i nvest.

b) sone investnent

c) significant investment

55. I s your country encouragi ng partnershi ps between taxonom c institutions in
devel oped and devel opi ng countries?

a) no

Yes on an and hoc basis when a needs ari ses. X

b) yes — stated policy

c) yes — systemmtic national progranme
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56. Has your country adopted any international agreed |evels of collection housing?

a) no X

b) under review

c) being inplenmented by sonme collections

d) being inplenented by all major collections

57. Has your country provided training programes in taxonony?

a) no X
b) sone
c) nmany

58. Has your country reported on nmeasures adopted to strengthen national capacity in
t axonony, to designate national reference centres, and to nake i nformati on housed in
col | ections available to countries of origin?

a) no X

b) yes — in the previous national report

c) yes — via the clearing-house nechani sm

d) yes - other neans (please give details bel ow)

59. Has your country taken steps to ensure that institutions responsible for biologica
di versity inventories and taxononic activities are financially and adm nistratively
st abl e?

a) no X

b) under review

c) yes for sone institutions

d) yes for all mmjor institutions

60. Has your country assisted taxononmic institutions to establish consortia to conduct
regi onal projects?

a) no

b) under review

c) yes — limted extent X

d) yes — significant extent

61. Has your country given special attention to international funding of fellowships
for specialist training abroad or for attracting international experts to national or
regi onal courses?

a) no X

b) under review

c) yes — limted extent

c) yes — significant extent
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62. Has your country provi ded progranmes for re-training of qualified professionals

noving i nto taxonony-related fields?

a) no X
b) sone
c) nmany

Decision V/9. d obal Taxonony Initiative: Inplenentation and further
advance of the Suggestions for Action

63. Has your country identified its infornation requirements in the area of taxonony,
and assessed its national capacity to neet these requirenents?

a) no

X

b) basic assessnent

c) thorough assessment

64. Has your country established or consolidated taxonom c reference centres?

a) no X
b) yes
65. Has your country worked to increase its capacity in the area of taxonom c research?
a) no
b) yes X Very early

st ages

66. Has your country comuni cated information on programmes,

projects and initiatives

for consideration as pilot projects under the G obal Taxonony Initiative to the

Executi ve Secretary?

a) no

X

b) yes

67. Has your country designated a national d obal Taxonony I
linked to other national focal points?

nitiative focal point

a) no

X

b) yes

68. Has your country participated in the devel opment of regi
i nformati on-sharing for the d obal Taxonomy Initiative?

onal networks to facilitate

a) no

b) yes

I f a devel oping country Party or Party with econonmy in transition -

69. Has your country sought resources through the financial
actions identified in the decision?

mechani sm for the priority

a) no

b) applied for unsuccessfully

c) applied for successfully
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Further comments on inplenentati on of these decisions

Vanuatu presently has linmited taxonomnmi c capacity. A herbariumcollection is
poorly housed and deteriorating in condition. There are scattered, inconplete
and often inadequately housed collections of sone fauna. There are no

prof essi onal taxonomi sts within the country and no facilities to support
their work. Requests have been made for assistance in devel opi ng taxonom c
infrastructure to enable appropriate housing of collections and to nake them
nore accessible for use, but donor funding has not been avail abl e.

The Australian Government has assisted Vanuatu to establish a conputer flora
and fauna dat abase. However this work has been del ayed and renains
i ncompl et e.

Vanuat u has been represented in neetings to discuss a regi onal taxonom c
initiative.

O her biological information is of nore inmediate priority to Vanuatu. This
i ncludes information on ecosystem function, species and ecosystem ecol ogy,
and popul ations’ dynamics. There is linmted informati on on nany of the
species present in the country, and know edge is mainly linmted to |arger
species of plants and aninals, especially those with commercial use val ues.
There is very limted know edge of Vanuatu's insects, fungi and m cro-

or gani sns.

It is inmportant to Vanuatu that specialist taxonomi sts in regional centres
are avail able and accessible to support rapid assessnments and ecol ogi ca
studies with information on un-identified collections.

On-goi ng taxonom c revisions of several significant genera and fanmlies
present in Vanuatu have been inmportant in enhancing know edge of the
country’'s biodiversity. However these have taken place at the initiative of
academ c or international interests.
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Article 8 In situ conservation [excluding Articles 8h and 8j]

70. What is the relative priority afforded to inplementation of this Article and the
associ at ed deci si ons by your country?

a) High X b) Medi um c) Low

71. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for neeting the obligations and
recommendat i ons made?

a) Cood b) Adequate c) Linmting d) Severely linmiting | X

Further comments on relative priority and on availability of resources

The protection and wi se use of biodiversity is objective one of Vanuatu' s Nationa
Bi odi versity Strategy and Action Plan. Priorities within this objective are:

e watershed or catchnent nanagenent,

e managenent of introduced species,

e managenent of biodiversity used for subsistence and commercial purposes,
e managenent of cultural heritage and biodiversity know edge and

e conservation of significant species and pl aces.

Under an enabling add-on for internal capacity assessnents a working group has been
established that is focusing on these issues, discussing capacity gaps and strategies
t hrough whi ch these needs can be addressed. Sone progress has been made in co-
operative approaches to these issues.

Bi odi versity managenent at the watershed or catchnent scal e requires cooperati on anbng
agencies and interested comunities, often despite them having different needs and
responsi bilities. Enphasis to date has been on encouragi ng col | aborati on between
agenci es; facilitating discussions over the Regional International Waters Project
bei ng managed by SPREP; and seeking external funding for pilot and denpnstration
initiatives that will enable in-country organisations to build their capacity in this
area. Water resource legislationis in draft form but has not yet been introduced to
parliament.

A prelimnary study of invasive species has been conpleted. Red Fire Ant has been
chosen as an exanple that can be used to assess capacity. It is hoped to schedule a
national workshop in the first quarter of 2002 to set national action plan priorities
relating to invasive species.

A series of participatory neetings have been held to identify local |evel capacity for
in-situ conservation and managenent of biodiversity. It is anticipated this wll
become an inportant focus of nmediumand | ong term conservati on work because of the
extrenely limted capacity for government involvenent at a national or Provincial

| evel . The Environnent Unit currently has GEF PDF funding to develop a proposal to
strengthen | ocal |evel conservation capacity.

There is limted know edge of the ecology and popul ati on dynam cs of Vanuatu's
significant species and places. Facilitating research and inproved access to
information is perceived as a necessary first step. Significant progress has been nade
in 2001 toward identifying capacity needs for nore effective co-ordination and
facilitation of research. There is also a need to build in-country research capacity —
however this renmains problematic given the linmted research facilities in-country and
the | ack of resources avail abl e.

Priority has been given to building the conditions needed for conpatibility between
present uses and the conservation of biological diversity and sustainable use of its
conponents rather than an i medi ate focus on protected area systens. The latter is
problematic in the social and economi c context of Vanuatu, where land is unalienable
fromtraditional owners who are dependent on their biological resources for their
subsi stence livelihoods and to generate cash incomne.
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72. Has your country established a system of
bi ol ogi cal diversity (8a)?

protected areas which ains to conserve

a) system under devel opnent

b) national review of protected areas coverage avail abl e

c) national protected area systens plan in place

d) relatively conplete systemin place

e) other X

73. Are there nationally adopted gui delines f
managenent of protected areas (8b)?

or the sel ection, establishnment and

a) no X
b) no, under devel opnent

c) yes

d) yes, undergoi ng revi ew and extension

74. Does your country regul ate or manage bi ol
conservation of biol ogica
sust ai nabl e use (8c)?

ogi cal resources inportant for the

diversity with a view to ensuring their conservation and

a) no

b) early stages of devel opnent

c)

advanced stages of devel opnent

d) progranme or policy in place

e) reports on inplenentation avail able

f) An ad-hoc fragnented systemin place
managed (notably resources of conmerci al

and fisheries sector); sone resources not
to |l ack of know edge; some resources not

capacity.

Some resources wel |
value in the forestry

abl e to be managed due
managed due to | ack of

75.
nat ur a
surroundi ngs (8d)?

Has your country undertaken neasures that

pronote the protection of ecosystens,

habi tats and the nmi ntenance of vi abl e popul ati ons of species in natura

a) no neasures

b) sone neasures in place

X (But not
geographical ly
specific to

pr ot ect ed
areas.)

c) potential neasures under review

d)

reasonabl y conprehensive neasures in place
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76. Has your country undertaken neasures that pronote environnmentally sound and
sust ai nabl e devel opnent in areas adjacent to protected areas (8e)?

a) no neasures

b) sone neasures in place X (But not
geographically
specific to

pr ot ect ed
areas.)

c) potential neasures under review

d) reasonably conprehensive neasures in place

77. Has your country undertaken neasures to rehabilitate and restore degraded
ecosystens (8f)?

a) no neasures

b) sone neasures in place X

c) potential neasures under review

d) conprehensive nmeasures in place

78. Has your country undertaken neasures to promote the recovery of threatened species
(8f)?

a) no neasures

b) sone neasures in place X

c) potential neasures under review

d) conprehensive measures in place

79. Has your country undertaken neasures to regul ate, nmanage or control the risks
associated with the use and rel ease of living nodified organisms resulting from
bi ot echnol ogy (8g)?

a) no neasures yet X

b) sonme neasures in place

c) potential neasures under review

d) conprehensive nmeasures in place

80. Has your country nade attenpts to provide the conditions needed for conpatibility
bet ween present uses and the conservation of biological diversity and sustai nabl e use
of its conponents (8i)?

a) no

b) early stages of devel opnent

c) advanced stages of devel opnent

d) progranme or policy in place X

e) reports on inplenentation avail able
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81. Has your country devel oped and nai ntai ned the necessary | egislation and/or ot her
regul atory provisions for the protecti on of threatened speci es and popul ati ons (8k)?

a)

no

b)

early stages of devel opnent

c)

advanced stages of devel opnent

d)

| egi sl ati on or other neasures in place

82. Does your country regul ate or manage processes and categories of activities
identified under Article 7 as having significant adverse effects on biol ogi cal
di versity (81)?

a) no

b) under review

c) yes, to alimted extent X

d) yes, to a significant extent

If a devel oped country Party -

83. Does your country cooperate in providing financial and other support for in- situ
conservation particularly to devel oping countries (8m?

If a devel oping country Party or Party with econony in transition -

84. Does your country receive financial and other support for in situ conservation

(8m?

a) no

b) yes (if so, please give details bel ow) X

Decision |1/7 Consideration of Articles 6 and 8 of the Convention

85. Is action being taken to share information and experience on inplenentation of this
Article with other Contracting Parties?

a) little or no action

b) sharing of witten materials and/or case-studies

c) regional neetings
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Further conments on inplementation of this Article

Q 84 Vanuatu has received limted support for in situ conservation. The
support received includes:

e Financial support for establishnment and managenent of 3 nmjor
conservation areas. Financial support has not been available in the |ong
term and the sustainability of these initiatives remains in doubt.

e Financial support for work to rehabilitate degraded areas on Aneityum

e Financial support and technical assistance in studying significant
speci es and pl aces, building the know edge and capacity to regul ate
resource use to a sustainable |level. This assistance has been nost
forthcom ng for specific resources of conmercial significance at a
regi onal level (e.g. Coconut crab (Birgus latro) and trochus (Trochus
niloticus)), but difficult to access for species with primarily
subsi stence use or not used.

e Support for protective neasures such as inproved quarantine and phyt -
sanitary facilities.

e Support for nore sustainable resource usage practices, such as for
devel opnent of a national code of |ogging practice.

The focus of much present work in country is on resource use and managenent
systens, that are both applicable and practical at a local |evel, and that
are conpatible with in-situ conservation of biodiversity. Support will be
needed for nonitoring to docunent the effectiveness of these approaches;

ext ensi on services to pronote and expand awar eness of conpatible resource use
systens. Significant gains have initially been nmade in the Fisheries sector
but much work is still required for forest and agricultural ecosystens. G ven
the limted resources within country external financial support for this work
wi || be necessary.
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Article 8h Alien species

86. What is the relative priority afforded to inplementation of this Article and the
associ at ed deci si ons by your country?

a) High X b) Medi um c) Low

87. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for neeting the obligations and
recommendat i ons made?

a) Cood b) Adequate c) Linmting d) Severely linmiting | X

Further comments on relative priority and on availability of resources

Alien species are identified as a high priority within the first objective of
the National Biodiversity Conservation Strategy and Acion Plan. A prelimnary
study of invasive species has been conpleted. Red Fire Ant has been chosen as
an exanple that can be used to assess capacity. It is hoped to schedule a
nati onal workshop in the first quarter of 2002 to set national action plan
priorities relating to invasive species and finalise a thematic report to the
CBD on invasive species.

88. Has your country identified alien species introduced?

a) no

b) only nmmjor species of concern

c) only new or recent introductions

D1) I ntroduced speci es have been identified, but no tracking X
systemin place

d) a conprehensive systemtracks new i ntroductions

e) a conprehensive systemtracks all known introductions

89. Has your country assessed the risks posed to ecosystens, habitats or species by the
i ntroduction of these alien species?

a) no

b) only sone alien species of concern have been assessed X

c) nost alien species have been assessed

90. Has your country undertaken neasures to prevent the introduction of, control or
eradi cate those alien species which threaten ecosystens, habitats or species?

a) no neasures

b) sonme neasures in place X

c) potential neasures under review

d) conprehensive nmeasures in place
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Decision 1V/1 Report and recommendations of the third nmeeting of SBSTTA

91. I's your country collaborating in the devel opnent of projects at national, regional,
sub-regional and international |evels to address the issue of alien species?

a) little or no action

b) di scussion on potential projects under way

c) active devel opnment of new projects X

92. Does your national strategy and action plan address the issue of alien species?

a) no

b) yes — limted extent X

c) yes — significant extent

Decision V/8. Alien species that threaten ecosystens, habitats or
speci es

93. I's your country applying the interimaguiding principles for prevention,
introduction and mitigation of inpacts of alien species in the context of activities
ained at inplementing article 8(h) of the Convention, and in the various sectors?

a) no
b) under consideration X
c) limted inplenentation in sone sectors

d) extensive inplenmentation in some sectors

e) extensive inplenentation in nbst sectors

94. Has your country subm tted case-studies to the Executive Secretary focusing on
themati c assessnments?

a) no
b) in preparation X
c) yes

95. Has your country submitted witten comments on the interimguiding principles to
t he Executive Secretary?

a) no X

b) yes

96. Has your country given priority to the devel opnent and inpl enentati on of alien
i nvasi ve speci es strategi es and action plans?

a) no

b) yes X

97. In dealing with the issue of invasive species, has your country devel oped or
i nvol ved itself in mechanisnms for international co-operation, including the exchange
of best practices?

a) no

b) trans-boundary co-operation

c) regional co-operation X

d) multilateral co-operation




28

98. I's your country giving priority attention to geographically and evol utionarily

i sol ated ecosystens in its work on alien invasive species?

a) no

X

b) yes

99. I's your country using the ecosystem approach and precautionary and
approaches as appropriate in its work on alien invasive species?

bi o- geogr aphi cal

a) no

b) yes

X

100. Has your country devel oped effective education, training and public-awareness

nmeasures concerning the issue of alien species?

a) no
b) sone initiatives X
C) many initiatives
101. I's your country nmaking avail able the information which it holds on alien
speci es through the CHW
a) no X
b) sone information
c) all available information
d) information avail able through other channels (pl ease specify)
102. I's your country providing support to enable the G obal |nvasive Species
Programme to fulfil the tasks outlined in the decision and its annexes?
a) no X

b) limted support

c) substantial support
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Further conments on inplementation of this Article

Alien species is a priority issue for Vanuatu. Mst recent introductions have
been intentionally brought to Vanuatu to contribute to devel opment of the
productive forest or agriculture sector or as pets and curiosities.

Assessments of capacity have identified that a priority need is to devel op
policy and | egal mechanisms for managerment of introductions, in accord with
the Guiding Principles under this article. Initial work has focused on
devel opi ng an understandi ng of the issue, and encouragi ng cross-sectora

di al ogue. Informal arrangenents are being pronoted as an interim measure.

A second issue is awareness of invasive species, at a community level, to
reduce the incidence of purposeful or negligent extension of a species’
range. Progress in this respect has been nore limted. There are few in-
country resources available to dedicate awareness and extensi on purposes.

There are capacity limtations at a National, Provincial and island |eve

that prevent effective control mechani sms and/or eradication. Legislation
providing for the eradication of designated weeds exists, but is neither
applied nor enforced. There is no |egislation addressing other invasive
species. Gven the very linmted national resources available, priority has
been directed to the control of significant pests to agriculture and forestry
(e.g. fruit flies), leaving little capacity to address environnmentally

i nvasi ve species. Wth collaboration fromthe New Zeal and Governnment a first
step is being taken with the invasive Red Fire Ant, which is a recent AND
serious introduction to several islands in the north of Vanuatu.

Wth limted community awareness of the concept of environmentally invasive
speci es and no regul atory capacity there are no barriers to the spread of

i nvasi ve species fromone island to another in canoes and small boats. Only
four islands have staff involved in inspection and surveillance, with a focus
on international air and ship nmovenents. Mdire w dely based professionals
such as agricultural field assistants have |imted experience and know edge
beyond the scope of agricultural pests and weeds.

On-goi ng international support is going to be needed to enable Vanuatu to
neet the goals set in the National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Pl an
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Article 8] Traditional know edge and rel ated provisions

103. What is the relative priority afforded to inplenentation of this Article and
t he associ ated deci si ons by your country?

a) High X b) Medi um c) Low

104. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for neeting the obligations
and reconmendati ons nade?

a) Cood b) Adequate c) Limting |X d) Severely limting

Further comments on relative priority and on availability of resources

The Constitution gives clear recognition to the rights and interests of
traditional |andhol ders, who renmain the principal managers and users of
bi ol ogi cal resources and systens in Vanuat u.

hj ectives 2, 4 and 6 of Vanuatu's National Biodiversity Strategy and Action
Plan contain priority actions that relate specifically to the nai ntenance
of, and respect for, the traditional practices and innovations of ni-Vanuatu.

Under a capacity building enabling activity a working group has been
established to discuss priority concerns relating to the maintenance of and
respect for traditional practices and innovations. Priority needs relate to
t he docunentation of traditional know edge and practices; the nmanagenent and
application of this information; and formal recognition of traditiona

bi odi versity knowl edge and nanagenent systens within nodern | egal and

adm ni strative systens.

Priority has al so been given to discussions around the equitable sharing of
benefits fromthe w der use of traditional know edge and innovations.

Admi ni strative systens to protect the rights to traditional information and

i nnovati ons have been incorporated into draft environmental |egislation to be
i ntroduced to Parlianent in 2002, and into adm nistrative systens to nonitor
and facilitate research

The Vanuatu Cultural Centre is a key partner in work to record, preserve and
mai ntain traditional practices and innovations. Its network of voluntary
field workers have denmonstrated val uabl e capacity to gather information from
the many cultural groups in the country.

Legislation to endorse traditional chiefly rights and decisions, including
roles in the nanagenent and regul ation of biodiversity use, is in pre-draft
formfor w der discussion.

Provi sions for protection of expressions of indigenous know edge have been
i ncluded in the Copyright Bill (not yet gazetted) and in the draft
Trademar ks, Patents and Designs Bills which are currently before parlianent.

The Mal vat amauri (National Body of Chiefs) has a national policy that clearly
protects rights to indigenous know edge, but this has limted | egal status.

The Vanuatu National Cultural Centre has a national research policy that
i ncludes conditions relating to the use of indigenous know edge and
expressions, and this policy is supported by |egislation.

However despite high pofile and public commitnent, progress remains sl ow,
nmeasures remain fragnented, and there is a need for strengthening of
capacities and adm nistrative capabilities. Progress is affected by the
limted personnel and financial resources avail able.




31

105. Has your country undertaken neasures to ensure that the know edge, innovations
and practices of indigenous and | ocal conmmunities enbodying traditional |ifestyles
rel evant for the conservati on and sustai nabl e use of biol ogical diversity are
respect ed, preserved and nmai nt ai ned?

a) no neasures

b) sone neasures in place X

c) potential neasures under review

d) conprehensive nmeasures in place

106. I's your country working to encourage the equitable sharing of benefits arising
fromthe utilization of such know edge, innovations and practices?

a) no

b) early stages of devel opnent X

c) advanced stages of devel oprment X

d) programme or policy in place X

Sone policies

in place, sone
i n devel opnent
st ages

Decision I11/4 and Decision IV/9. Inplenentation of Article 8(j)

107. Has your country devel oped national |egislation and correspondi ng strategies
for the inplementation of Article 8(j)?

a) no

b) early stages of devel opnent X

c) advanced stages of devel oprment

d) legislation or other neasures in place

108. Has your country supplied information on the inplenentation of Article 8(j) to
ot her Contracting Parties through nedia such as the national report?

a) no

b) yes - previous national report

c) yes - CHM

d) yes - other nmeans (please give details bel ow) X

109. Has your country submitted case-studies to the Executive Secretary on measures
taken to devel op and inpl enent the Convention's provisions relating to indi genous and
| ocal communities?

a) no X
b) yes
110. I's your country participating in appropriate worki ng groups and neetings?
a) none
b) sone X
c) all
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111. Is your country facilitating the active participation of representatives of
i ndi genous and | ocal communities in these working groups and neetings?
a) no
b) yes X
Decision V/16. Article 8(j) and rel ated provisions
112. Has your country reviewed the progranme of work specified in the annex to the

deci sion, and identified how to inplenent those tasks appropriate to national
ci rcunst ances?

a) no

b) under review

c) yes (please provide details)

d) other.... See details bel ow X

113. I's your country integrating such tasks into its ongoi ng programres, taking into
account the identified collaboration opportunities?

a) no

b) not appropriate to national circunstances

c) yes —to a limted extent

d) yes — to a significant extent X

114. I's your country taking full account of existing instrunents, guidelines, codes
and other relevant activities in the inplenentation of the programre of work?

a) no

b) not appropriate to national circunstances

c) yes —to a limted extent X

d) yes — to a significant extent
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115. Has your country provided appropriate financial support for the inplenmentation
of the progranme of work?

a) no X

b) not appropriate to national circunstances

c) yes —to a limted extent

d) yes — to a significant extent

116. Has your country fully incorporated wonen and wonen’' s organi zations in the
activities undertaken to inplenment the programre of work contained in the annex to the
deci sion and other relevant activities under the Convention?

a) no
b) vyes X
117. Has your country taken neasures to facilitate the full and effective

participation of indigenous and | ocal conmunities in the inplenentation of the
Conventi on?

a) no

b) not appropriate to national circunstances

c) yes —to a limted extent

d) yes — to a significant extent X

118. Has your country provi ded case studi es on nethods and approaches concerning the
preservation and sharing of traditional know edge, and the control of that information
by i ndi genous and | ocal conmunities?

a) no X

b) not rel evant

c) yes — sent to the Secretari at

d) yes — through the national CHM

e) yes — available through other nmeans (please specify)

119. Does your country exchange information and share experi ences regardi ng national
| egi slati on and ot her measures for the protection of the know edge, innovations and
practices of indigenous and | ocal conmunities?

a) no

b) not rel evant

c) yes — through the CHM

d) yes — with specific countries X (O her
countries in
Regi on)

e) yes — available through other means (please specify)

120. Has your country taken neasures to pronote the conservation and nai nt enance of
know edge, innovations, and practices of indigenous and | ocal conmunities?

a) no

b) not rel evant

C) sone measures X

d) extensive neasures
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121. Has your country supported the devel opment of registers of traditional
know edge, innovations and practices of indigenous and | ocal comunities, in
col |l aboration with these communities?

a) no

b) not rel evant

c) devel opment in progress

d) register fully devel oped

e) Work is in progress to record traditional know edge, X
i nnovati ons and practices, but this is not in the context of
formal registers. At present records remain fragmented and

i nconpl et e.

122. Have representatives of indigenous and | ocal conmunity organi zati ons
participated in your official delegation to neetings held under the Convention on

Bi ol ogi cal Diversity?

a) not rel evant

b) not appropriate

c) yes

d) To date only indigenous ni-Vanuatu have attended neetings held X
under the CBD, but nbst are technical and adm nistrative staff of
the national governnent, not representatives of village

comuni ti es.

123. I's your country assisting the Secretariat to fully utilize the clearing-house
mechani smto co-operate closely with indi genous and | ocal comunities to explore ways
that enable themto make i nforned deci sions concerning release of their traditional
know edge?

a) no, there is very limted access to the internet outside of X
Vanuat u’s 2 urban centres.

b) awaiting informati on on how to proceed

c) yes

124. Has your country identified resources for funding the activities identified in
t he deci si on?

a) no X

b) not rel evant

c) partly

d) fully
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Further conments on inplementation of this Article

Q 106 ...Vanuatu authorities are actively engaged in cross-sectoral activities
to encourage the equitable sharing of benefits arising fromthe use of

i ndi genous know edge, innovations and practices. Some neasures (e.g. Vanuatu
Cul tural Centre Research Policy) have been in place for sonme tinme. Qher
responses are in various stages of devel opnent, including draft |egislation
before parlianent, and nentioned after question Q 104. However nmore work is
required before an effective and conprehensi ve progranme of responses is in
place that fully ensures the equitable sharing of benefits fromapplications
of traditional know edge and use of biodiversity and protects the rights of
t he know edge hol ders. One weakness inherent to nuch of the existing body of
work relates to linmted capacity to enforce national policies at an

i nternational |evel.

Q 112...The Programre of Wbrk on the inplenentation of article 8 and rel ated
provi sions of the CBD has not been formally reviewed at a national |evel.
However the priorities it prescribes are mainstream devel opnent issues and
practices in Vanuatu.

Vanuatu’ s constitution recognises the status and position of the traditiona

| andhol ders. Land, and hence decisions relating to the use of resources on

| and, cannot be alienated fromthe traditional |andholders. It is nationa
practice for traditional |andholders to be a party to all decisions relating
to the managenment and use of resources and biodiversity. Wthout their
agreenent very limted progress can be nmade, while disputes between and anong
| andhol ders are recogni sed as a nmmjor barrier to the progress of nany
proposed devel opnment initiatives.

Strengt heni ng the capacity of traditional |andhol ders and devel opi ng
ef fective systens for resolving disputes and uncertainties over traditiona
ownership and rights is a nmgjor and mai nstream national issue.

The experience of the Vanuatu Cultural Centre provides a good case study on
“met hods and approaches concerning the preservation and sharing of
traditional know edge.” However, there is limted capacity to prepare formal
case-studies and reports to the CBD secretari at.
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Article 9 Ex situ conservation

125. What is the relative priority afforded to inplenentation of this Article and
t he associ ated deci si ons by your country?

a) High b) Medi um c) Low X

126. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for neeting the obligations
and reconmendati ons nade?

a) Cood b) Adequate c) Linmting d) Severely linmiting | X

Further comments on relative priority and on availability of resources

Vanuatu | acks facilities for the ex-situ conservation of, and research on

bi odi versity. It has not been able to dedicate national resources toward the
recovery and rehabilitati on of threatened species or their reintroduction
into natural habitats.

Urban street plantings of Carpoxylon macrospermum (An endanger ed nono-
speci fic genera of paln) have been established, but these are small in
extent.

Est abl i shing systens to nonitor, regulate and manage the coll ection of
bi ol ogi cal resources for ex-situ research and conservation purposes has been
given initial priority.

127. Has your country adopted neasures for the ex situ conservation of conponents of
bi ol ogi cal diversity native to your country (9a)?

a) no neasures X

b) sone nmeasures in place

c) potential neasures under review

d) conprehensive nmeasures in place

128. Has your country adopted neasures for the ex situ conservation of conponents of
bi ol ogi cal diversity originating outside your country (9a)?

a) no neasures X

b) sonme neasures in place

c) potential neasures under review

d) conprehensive nmeasures in place

129. If the answer to the previous question was yes, is this being done in active
col | aboration with organi zations in the other countries (9a)?

a) no

b) yes

130. Has your country established and maintained facilities for the ex situ
conservation of and research on plants, animals and m cro-organi snms that represent
genetic resources native to your country (9b)?

a) no X

b) yes — limted extent

c) yes — significant extent
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131. Has your country established and maintained facilities for the ex situ
conservation of and research on plants, aninmals and m cro-organi sns that represent
genetic resources originating el sewhere (9b)?

a) no X

b) yes — limted extent

c) yes — significant extent

132. If the answer to the previous question was yes, is this being done in active
col | aboration with organi zations in the other countries (9a)?

a) no

b) yes
133. Has your country adopted neasures for the reintroduction of threatened species

into their natural habitats under appropriate conditions (9c)?

a) no neasures X

b) sone neasures in place

c) potential neasures under review

d) conprehensive nmeasures in place

134. Has your country taken neasures to regul ate and nanage the coll ection of
bi ol ogi cal resources fromnatural habitats for ex situ conservation purposes so as not
to threaten ecosystens and in situ popul ati ons of species (9d)?

a) no neasures

b) sone neasures in place

c) potential neasures under review X

d) conprehensive nmeasures in place

If a devel oped country Party -

135. Has your country cooperated in providing financial and other support for ex
situ conservation and in the establishnent and mai ntenance of ex situ conservation
facilities in devel oping countries (9e)?

If a devel oping country Party or Party with econony in transition -

136. Has your country received financial and other support for ex situ conservation
and in the establishnent and mai nt enance of ex situ conservation facilities (9e)?

a) no X

b) yes

Further conments on inplementation of this Article
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Article 10 Sustainable use of conponents of biological diversity

137. What is the relative priority afforded to inplenentation of this Article and
t he associ ated deci si ons by your country?

a) High X b) Medi um c) Low

138. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for meeting the obligations
and reconmendati ons made?

a) Cood b) Adequate c) Linmting d) Severely linmiting | X

Further comments on relative priority and on availability of resources

The principal objective of Vanuatu’s National Biodiversity Strategy and
Action Plan is the protection and sustai nable use of biological diversity.
This recogni ses that 80% of the population live traditional subsistence
lifestyles fully dependent on biodiversity to nmeet their needs. These needs

i nclude food, shelter, nedicines and adequate fresh water supplies. It
further recognises that these peoples are the owners and users of

bi odi versity and integrally involved in any actions to nmanage biodiversity at
a national or local |evel

The National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan describes 4 issues toward
nmeeting this objective: wise use of biodiversity that is sustainable for the
long tern reduction of threats; protection of indigenous biologica
resources; and nanagi ng and protecting endangered species and places that are
under threat.

Specific priorities include inproving the capacity of customchiefs, |coa
conmuni ti es and | andowners to nanage water catchnent areas and foster
cooperation at the watershed scale; to manage introduced invasive species; to
mai ntai n stocks of socially or econom cally used resources; and to integrate
techni cal conservation know edge with traditional nanagenent approaches and
to strengthen traditional conservation mechani sns.

139. Has your country integrated consideration of the conservati on and sust ai nabl e
use of biological resources into national decision nmaking (10a)?

a) no X

b) early stages of devel opnent

c) advanced stages of devel opnent

d) progranmme or policy in place

e) review of inplenentation avail able

140. Has your country adopted neasures relating to the use of biol ogical resources
that avoid or minimze adverse inpacts on biol ogical diversity (10b)?

a) no neasures

b) sone neasures in place X

c) potential neasures under review

d) conprehensive nmeasures in place
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141. Has your country put in place neasures that protect and encourage custonary use
of bi ol ogical resources that is conpatible with conservation or sustainable use
requi renents (10c)?

a) no neasures

b) sone neasures in place X

c) potential neasures under review

d) conprehensive nmeasures in place

142. Has your country put in place neasures that help | ocal popul ati ons devel op and
i npl ement remedi al action in degraded areas where biol ogical diversity has been
reduced (10d)?

a) no neasures

b) sone neasures in place X

c) potential neasures under review

d) conprehensive nmeasures in place

143. Does your country actively encourage cooperati on between governnent authorities
and the private sector in devel opi ng methods for sustainable use of biol ogical
di versity (10e)?

a) no

b) early stages of devel opnent X (Very snal |
private sector
present in
Vanuat u)

c) advanced stages of devel oprment

d) progranme or policy in place

e) review of inplenentation avail able

Deci sions IV/15. Relationship of the Convention with the Comm ssion on
Sust ai nabl e Devel opment and bi odi versity-rel ated conventi ons

144. Has your country submitted to the Secretariat information on tourismand its
i npacts on biological diversity, and efforts to effectively plan and nmanage tourisn?

a) no X

b) yes — previous national report

c) yes — case-studies

d) yes — other means (please give details bel ow)

145. Has your country submitted to the Secretariat information on biodiversity-
related activities of the CSD (such as SIDS, oceans, seas and freshwater resources,
consunption and production patterns)?

a) no X

b) yes - previous national report

c) yes — correspondence

d) yes - other means (please give details bel ow)
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Deci sion V/24. Sustainable use as a cross-cutting issue

146. Has your country identified indicators and incentive neasures for sectors
rel evant to the conservati on and sustai nabl e use of biodiversity?

a) no X

b) assessnent of potential indicators underway

c) indicators identified (if so, please describe bel ow)

147. Has your country assisted other Parties to increase their capacity to inplenent
sust ai nabl e-use practices, programmes and policies at regional, national and | oca
| evel s, especially in pursuit of poverty alleviation?

a) no X

b) not rel evant

c) toalimted extent

d) to a significant extent (please provide details)

148. Has your country devel oped nmechani sns to involve the private sector and
i ndi genous and | ocal comunities in initiatives on sustainable use, and in nechani sns
to ensure that indigenous and |ocal comrunities benefit from such sustainable use?

a) no

b) nechani sns under devel opnent

c) mechanisnms in place (please describe) X

149. Has your country identified areas for conservation that woul d benefit through
t he sustai nabl e use of biological diversity and comunicated this information to the
Executi ve Secretary?

a) no X

b) yes

Deci sion V/25. Biological diversity and tourism

150. Has your country based its policies, programmes and activities in the field of
sust ai nabl e touri smon an assessnment of the inter-I|inkages between tourism and
bi ol ogi cal diversity?

a) no X

b) to a limted extent

c) to a significant extent

151. Has your country submitted case-studies on tourismas an exanple of the
sust ai nabl e use of biological diversity to the Executive Secretary?

a) no X

b) yes
152. Has your country undertaken activities relevant to biodiversity and tourismin

support of the International Year of Ecotourisn®

a) no X

b) yes
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153. Has your country undertaken activities relevant to biodiversity and tourismin
support of the International Year of Muntains?

a) no X

b) yes

154. Has your country undertaken activities relevant to biodiversity and tourismin
support of the International Coral Reef Initiative?

a) no X

b) yes

155. Has your country established enabling policies and | egal frameworks to
conpl enent voluntary efforts for the effective inplenentati on of sustainable tourisn®

a) no X

b) to alimted extent

c) to a significant extent (please describe)

Further conments on inplementation of this Article

The sustai nabl e use of biological resources by indigenous |ocal conmmunities
is a core focus of biodiversity conservation efforts in Vanuatu. Al

resources are the property of traditional |andowners, who practice

subsi stence cultivation and harvest wild resources to neet their daily needs.
Conservation cannot take place in Vanuatu w t hout the express invol verent and
agreenment of |andowners. Consequently conservation nust be conpatible with
sust ai nabl e subsi stence |ivelihoods. Sustainable resource use is consequently
a natural enphasis of conservation work.

For species at risk of over-harvesting regulations apply tools such as size
limts and cl osed seasons, and these are conpl enented by periodic closures
i nposed by chiefs in accord with traditional customnms. Sustainable use
principles guides forestry activities with a Logging Code of Practice in

pl ace, a licensing systemin place, and designation of areas vulnerable to
degradation (such as steep gradients and highly rugged terrain) as

i nappropriate for tinber harvesting. Sinmilarly with marine fisheries there
are licensing provisions that manage comrercial fishing, size limts and

cl osed seasons and restrictions on the use of sone fishing techniques wth
potential to danage bi odiversity.

However nany areas are inadequately provided for within the present system
Particul ar gaps relate to fauna hunted for subsistance purposes but not on a
conmercial basis; and to land clearing and forest conversion activities
within the agriculture sector. The current regul atory environnment also fails
to address issues relating to newer practices that are just being introduced
to Vanuatu — e.g. the live reef fish trade. Work is needed to address these
gaps and external assistance may be needed for research to documnent

sustai nabl e use levels, consulting with comunities, for assistance in
identifying and drafting appropriate regulations and in establishing

awar eness and under st andi ng of new neasures to be introduced.
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Article 11 Incentive neasures

156. What is the relative priority afforded to inplenentation of this Article and
t he associ ated deci si ons by your country?

a) High b) Medi um c) Low X

157. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for neeting the obligations
and reconmendati ons nade?

a) Cood b) Adequate c) Linmting d) Severely linmiting | X

Further comments on relative priority and on availability of resources

Very little attention has been given to econonic and | egal aspects of

i ncentive neasures. To date, nobst of the comunity |evel conservation work
that has proceeded in Vanuatu provides direct benefits to the communities in
terns of access to subsistence resources, practice of traditional customs or
i ncone generation from managed harvesting or ecotourism These benefits have
been adequate incentive for nany.

The National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan gives initial priority to
ot her areas including sustainabl e use, devel opi ng appropri ate nmanagenent
systemnms, devel opi ng under st andi ng of biodiversity to guide future decisions
and building in-country capacity. These will enploy existing capacity.

I ncentive nmeasures renmain an area for future work.

There are presently nmany perverse incentives in place, and prelimnary work
needs to focus on garnering cross-sectoral support for change

158. Are programmes in place to identify and ensure the adoption of economically and
soci al ly sound neasures that act as incentives for the conservati on and sust ai nabl e
use of conponents of biol ogical diversity?

a) no X

b) early stages of devel opnent

c) advanced stages of devel opnent

d) progranmmes in place

e) review of inplenmentation avail abl e

159. Do these incentives, and the programmes to identify them and ensure their
adoption, cover the full range of sectoral activities?

a) no X

b) sone sectors

c) all mmjor sectors

d) all sectors
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Decision I11/18. Incentive neasures

160. Has your country revi ewed | egislation and econonic policies to identify and
pronote incentives for the conservation and sustai nabl e use of conponents of
bi ol ogi cal diversity?

a) no

b) reviews in progress X

c) sone reviews conplete

d) as far as practically possible

161. Has your country ensured the devel opnent of nechani sms or approaches to ensure
adequat e i ncorporation of both market and non- mar ket val ues of biol ogical diversity
into plans, policies and progranmmes and other rel evant areas, inter alia, nationa
accounting systens and i nvestnent strategies?

a) no X

b) early stages of identifying nechani sns

c) advanced stages of identifying nechani sns

d) mechanisnms in place

e) review of inpact of nechani sns avail abl e

162. Has your country devel oped training and capacity buil di ng progranmes to
i mpl ement incentive neasures and pronbte private-sector initiatives?
a) no X
b) pl anned
c) sone
d) many
163. Has your country incorporated biol ogical diversity considerations into inpact
assessnents as a step in the design and inplenentation of incentive measures?
a) no X
b) yes

164. Has your country shared experience on incentive nmeasures with other Contracting
Parties, including nmaking rel evant case-studi es available to the Secretariat?

a) no X

b) yes - previous national report

c) yes — case-studies

d) yes - other means (please give details bel ow)
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Deci sion 1V/10. Measures for inplementing the Convention [part]

165. I's your country actively designing and i npl enenting incentive nmeasures?

a) no X

b) early stages of devel opnent

c) advanced stages of devel oprment

d) neasures in place

e) review of inplenmentation avail able

166. Has your country identified threats to biol ogi cal diversity and underlying
causes of biodiversity loss, including the relevant actors, as a stage in designing
i ncentive neasures?

a) no

b) partially reviewed X

c) thoroughly revi ewed

d) nmeasures designed based on the revi ews

e) review of inplenentation avail able

167. Do the existing incentive neasures take account of economic, social, cultural
and ethical valuation of biological diversity?

a) no X

b) yes — limted extent

c) yes — significant extent

168. Has your country devel oped | egal and policy frameworks for the design and
i npl enent ati on of incentive neasures?

a) no X

b) early stages of devel opnent

c) advanced stages of devel opnent

d) frameworks in place

e) review of inplenmentation avail abl e

169. Does your country carry out consultative processes to define clear target-
oriented incentive measures to address the underlying causes of biodiversity |oss?

a) no

b) processes being identified

c) processes identified but not inplenented

d) processes in place X
170. Has your country identified and considered neutralizing perverse incentives?

a) no

b) identification programre under way X

c) identified but not all neutralized

d) identified and neutralized
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Deci sion V/15. |ncentive neasures

171. Has your country reviewed the incentive measures pronoted through the Kyoto
Protocol to the UN Framewor k Convention on Cinmte Change?

a) no X (I nvol venent
at a diplomatic
| evel have not
filtered
through to a
practica

i mpl enent ati on
| evel as yet)

b) yes

172. Has your country expl ored possible ways and neans by which these incentive
nmeasures can support the objectives of the Convention on Biological Diversity in your
country?

a) no X

b) under consi deration

c) early stages of devel opnent

d) advanced stages of devel oprment

e) further information avail able

Further comments on inplenmentation of this Article

Vanuatu has limted capacity. Initial enphasis have been given to setting up
base capacity to nmeet priorities established, and building support for
cooperative approaches to biodiversity conservation. Wth this base in place
the country will be in a better position to address and respond to inportant
i ssues such as incentives and perverse incentives, which have broad cross-
sectoral inplications.
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Article 12 Research and training

173. What is the relative priority afforded to inplenentation of this Article and
t he associ ated deci si ons by your country?

a) High X b) Medi um c) Low

174. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for neeting the obligations
and reconmendati ons nade?

a) Cood b) Adequate c) Linmting d) Severely linmiting | X

Further comments on relative priority and on availability of resources

Est abl i shi ng and mai ntai ni ng programres for scientific research and training
is a high priority of the Vanuatu Biodiversity Strategy and Action Pl an

oj ectives 3 and 4 of the National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Pl an
relate to research, assessnent and nonitoring of biodiversity and capacity
buil ding for environnental managenent. Priority issues addressed are

e Building know edge of Vanuatu's biodiversity so that appropriate
nmechani sns for better managenent and conservation can be identified.

e Collecting information on changes that are taking place anobng species
popul ations and their ecosystens so that appropriate managenent deci sions
can be made

e DMonitoring the inmpact of devel opnent activities on biodiversity, including
the success and failure of conservation progranmes and projects.

* Inproving the technical capacity of relevant sectors plus the resource
peopl e within governnents, provinces and comunities

At present there is very limted capacity in terns of know edge of

bi odi versity, scientifically trained staff, access to equi pnent and technica
resources such as collections, and few institutions able to conduct
scientific work. Initial priority has been given to identifying an
appropriate systemto better harness and direct research work bei ng conducted
by international researchers, to collect published and unpublished data and
to devel op networks with regi onal organi sations available to provide
scientific advise and experti se.

I nternational assistance is needed to allow Vanuatu to establish facilities
for scientific work, housing collections etc. To date such assi stance has not
been forthcom ng.

175. Has your country established programmes for scientific and technical education
and training in neasures for the identification, conservation and sustai nabl e use of
bi ol ogi cal diversity and its conponents (12a)?

a) no X

b) early stages of devel opnent

c) advanced stages of devel oprment

d) progranmmes in place
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176. Has your country provided support to other Parties for education and training
in neasures for the identification, conservation and sustai nabl e use of biol ogica

diversity and its conponents (12a)?

a) no X

b) yes
177. Does your country pronote and encourage research which contributes to the
conservation and sustai nabl e use of biological diversity (12b)?

a) no

b) yes — limted extent X

c) yes — significant extent
178. Does your country pronote and cooperate in the use of scientific advances in

bi ol ogi cal diversity research in devel opi ng net hods for conservati on and sustai nabl e

use of biol ogical resources (12c)?

a) no
b) yes — limted extent X
c) yes — significant extent
If a devel oped country Party -
179. Does your country’s inplenentation of the above activities take into account

t he speci al needs of devel opi ng countries?

a) no

b) yes, where rel evant

Further comments on inplenmentation of this Article
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Article 13 Public educati on and awar eness

180. What is the relative priority afforded to inplenentation of this Article and
t he associ ated deci si ons by your country?

a) High X b) Medi um c) Low

181. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for neeting the obligations
and reconmendati ons nade?

a) Cood b) Adequate c) Limting |X d) Severely linmting

Further comments on relative priority and on availability of resources

Envi ronnent al educati on, awareness and i nformation sharing is the 5'"
obj ective of the National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan. Priority
i ssues addressed incl ude

1. Inproving environnental education within the school system
2. Raising wi der awareness of biodiversity and its val ues.

3. Encouraging infornmation sharing and co-operation wthin and between
sectors and between | ocal communities.

4. Raising comunity awareness of the provisions of environmental natura
resource | egislation.

Si nce adoption of the National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan limited
progress has been nade. This is primarily due to | ack of resources and staff
to coordi nate and conduct awareness and information sharing activities and to
prepare relevant resource nmaterial s.

Activities have often been focused in the week around Wrld Environment Day.

182. Does your country pronote and encour age understandi ng of the inportance of, and
the neasures required for, the conservation of biodiversity (13a) through nedia?

a) no

b) yes — limted extent X (limted

nmedi a outlets
i n Vanuat u)

c) yes — significant extent

183. Does your country pronote and encour age understandi ng of the inportance of, and
the neasures required for, the conservation of biodiversity (13a) through the
i nclusion of this topic in education progranmes?

a) no

b) yes — limted extent X (yes but
i nadequat e)

c) yes — significant extent
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184. Does your country cooperate with other States and international organizations
i n devel opi ng rel evant educational and public awareness progranmes (13b)?

a) no

b) yes — linited extent X

c) yes — significant extent

Deci sion |1V/10. Measures for inplenenting the Convention [part]

185. Are public education and awareness needs covered in the national strategy and
action plan?

a) no
b) yes — limted extent
c) yes — significant extent X
186. Has your country all ocated appropriate resources for the strategic use of

education and conmuni cation instrunents at each phase of policy fornulation,
i mpl enent ati on and eval uati on?

a) limted resources

b) significant but not adequate resources X (Fi nanci ng
t hr ough GEF)

c) adequate resources

187. Does your country support initiatives by major groups that foster stakehol der
participation and that integrate biological diversity conservation matters in their
practice and educati on progranmes?

a) no
b) yes X

188. Has your country integrated biodiversity concerns into education strategies?
a) no

b) early stages of devel opnent

c) advanced stages of devel oprment

Yes, but only partially. X

d) yes
189. Has your country nmade avail abl e any case-studi es on public education and
awar eness and public participation, or otherw se sought to share experiences?

a) no

b) yes X (Regi onal

net wor ki ng)
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190. Has your country illustrated and transl ated the provisions of the Convention
into any | ocal |anguages to pronpte public educati on and awareness rai sing of rel evant
sectors?

a) not rel evant

Vanuatu has 116 | anguages in a popul ati on of under 200,000 with X
limted literacy. Translating the CBD into |ocal |anguages is not
a priority. The National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan is
in 3 | anguages used formally: English, French and Bi sl ana.

b) still to be done

c) under devel opnent

d) yes
191. I's your country supporting local, national, sub-regional and regional education
and awar eness progranmes?

a) no

b) yes — limted extent X

c) yes — significant extent

If a devel oping country Party or Party with econony in transition -

192. When requesting assistance through the GEF, has your country proposed projects
that pronote nmeasures for inplenmenting Article 13 of the Conventi on?
a) no
b) yes X
Deci sion V/17. Education and public awareness
193. Does your country support capacity-building for education and communication in

bi ol ogi cal diversity as part of the national biodiversity strategy and action plans?

a) no

b) limted support

c) yes (please give details) X

Further conmments on inplenmentation of this Article
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Article 14 | npact assessnment and mininmzing adverse inpacts

194. What is the relative priority afforded to inplenentation of this Article and
t he associ ated deci si ons by your country?

a) High X b) Medi um c) Low

195. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for meeting the obligations
and reconmendati ons made?

a) Cood b) Adequate c) Linmting d) Severely linmiting | X

Further comments on relative priority and on availability of resources

Ensuring all governnent planning docunents, policies and | aws recogni se the
i nportance and val ues of biodiversity, and introducing environnental inpact
assessments so as to mininmse the adverse affects of devel opment activities
are both high priorities in the National Biodiversity Strategy and Action
Pl an. Progress to date has been |inited.

Legi slation that requires inpact assessnent is currently in draft form It is
hoped that this will be tabled in parlianent during 2002. However it is not

cl ear whether the resources to nanage and i npl enent these provisions wll
becone avail abl e.

At present governnent procedures require that all governnent devel opnent
proposal s review their environmental and social inpacts. However these are
often superficial and do not adequately review i npacts on biodiversity.

Envi ronment al | nmpact Assessnents are al so requested of nmjor private sector
devel opnent activities, although wi thout formal |egal status, and are often
superficial by international standards. Detail ed i npact assessments primarily
occur in the context of devel opment projects financed externally, where

requi renents of the financing country rmust be net.

196. Is legislation in place requiring an environnental inpact assessnent of
proposed projects likely to have adverse effects on biol ogical diversity (14 (1a))?

a) no

b) early stages of devel opnent

c) advanced stages of devel oprment X

d) legislation in place

e) review of inplenmentation avail abl e

197. Do such environmental inmpact assessnent procedures allow for public
participation (14(1la))?

a) no

b) yes — limted extent X

c) yes — significant extent
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198. Does your country have mechanisms in place to ensure that the environnental
consequences of national programmes and policies that are likely to have significant
adverse inpacts on biological diversity are duly taken into account (14(1b))?

a) no

b) early stages of devel opnent

c) advanced stages of devel oprment

d) yes but superficial and not systematic X

d) fully conpliant with current scientific know edge

199. I's your country involved in bilateral, regional and/or nultilateral discussion
on activities likely to significantly affect biological diversity outside your
country’s jurisdiction (14(1c))?

a) no
b) yes — limted extent
c) yes — significant extent X
200. I's your country inplenenting bilateral, regional and/or nultilateral agreenents

on activities likely to significantly affect biological diversity outside your
country’'s jurisdiction (14(1c))?

a) no

b) no, assessnent of options in progress

c) Yes but partially according to priority and interest and X
availability of financs

c) sone conpleted, others in progress

b) yes

201. Has your country nechanisns in place to notify other States of cases of
i mm nent or grave danger or damage to biol ogical diversity originating in your country
and potentially affecting those States (14(1d))?

a) no X

b) early stages of devel opnent

c) advanced stages of devel opnent

d) mechanisnms in place

e) no need identified

202. Has your country nechanisns in place to prevent or mnimze danger or danage
originating in your State to biological diversity in other States or in areas beyond
the limts of national jurisdiction (14(1d))?

a) no X

b) early stages of devel opnent

c) advanced stages of devel oprment

d) fully conpliant with current scientific know edge

e) no need identified
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203. Has your country national nmechanisnms in place for emergency response to
activities or events which present a grave and i nm nent danger to biol ogical diversity
(14(1le))?

a) no

Sone nechani sns in specific areas — oil spill contingency plan for X
Port Vila harbour.

b) early stages of devel opnent

c) advanced stages of devel opnent

d) nmechanisns in place

204. Has your country encouraged international cooperation to establish joint
contingency plans for energency responses to activities or events which present a
grave and i nmi nent danger to biol ogical diversity (14(1e))?

a) no X

b) yes

c) no need identified

Deci sion 1V/10. Measures for inplenmenting the Convention [part]

205. Has your country exchanged with other Contracting Parties informtion and
experience relating to environnental inpact assessment and resulting mtigating
neasures and i ncentive schenmes?

a) no

b) information provided to the Secretari at

c) information provided to other Parties X (at a
r egi onal
| evel)

d) information provided on the national CHM

206. Has your country exchanged with other Contracting Parties information on
neasures and agreenents on liability and redress applicable to damage to bi ol ogi cal
di versity?

a) no X

b) infornmation provided to the Secretari at

c) information provided to other Parties

d) information provided on the national CHM

Deci sion V/18. |npact assessnent, liability and redress
207. Has your country integrated environnental inpact assessnent into programes on
themati c areas and on alien species and tourisn®
a) no
b) partly integrated X

c) fully integrated
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208. When carrying out environnmental inpact assessnents does your country address
| oss of biological diversity and the interrel ated soci o-econonic, cultural and human-
heal th aspects rel evant to biol ogi cal diversity?

a) no

b) partly X

c) fully

209. When devel opi ng new | egi sl ative and regul atory franeworks, does your country
have in place nechanisns to ensure the considerati on of biological diversity concerns
fromthe early stages of the drafting process?

a) no

b) in sone circunstances X

c) in all circunstances

210. Does your country ensure the involvenent of all interested and affected

st akehol ders in a participatory approach to all stages of the assessnent process?
a) no X
b) yes - in certain circunstances
c) yes - in all cases

211. Has your country organi sed expert neetings, workshops and sem nars, and/or

trai ni ng, educational and public awareness programres and exchange progranmes in order
to pronote the devel opnent of |ocal expertise in nethodol ogi es, techniques and
procedures for inpact assessnent?

a) no

b) sone programres in pl ace

c) many progranmes in place X

d) integrated approach to building expertise

212. Has your country carried out pilot environnental inpact assessnent projects, in
order to pronote the devel opnment of |ocal expertise in methodol ogi es, techni ques and
procedur es?

a) no X

b) yes (please provide further details)

213. Does your country use strategic environnental assessnents to assess not only
the inpact of individual projects, but also their cumul ative and gl obal effects, and
ensure the results are applied in the decision nmaking and pl anni ng processes?

a) no X

b) to a limted extent

c) to a significant extent

214. Does your country require the inclusion of devel opnent of alternatives,
mtigation nmeasures and consideration of the el aborati on of conpensati on neasures in
envi ronment al i npact assessnent ?

a) no

b) to alimted extent X

c) to a significant extent
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215. Is national information available on the practices, systens, nechani snms and
experiences in the area of strategic environmental assessnment and i npact assessnent?

a) no X

b) yes (pl ease append or sunmari se)

Further conmments on inplementation of this Article

Article 15 Access to genetic resources

216. What is the relative priority afforded to inplenentation of this Article and
t he associ ated deci si ons by your country?

a) High X b) Medi um c) Low

217. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for nmeeting the obligations
and reconmmendati ons made?

a) Good b) Adequate c) Linmiting |X d) Severely limting

Further conmments on relative priority and on availability of resources

Access to genetic resources is an inportant issue in Vanuatu, and conplicated
by the fact that land and the resources associated with land belong to the
tradi tional |andhol ders and cannot be alienated.

Particular priority has been given to identifying ways to protect the
property rights of ni-Vanuatu to their know edge and use of biodiversity,

i ncluding local cultivars of subsistence and conmercial crops. This results
froma strong perception that |ocal know edge of biodiversity and its uses
have been exploited in recent tines, with inadequate recognition or benefit
to | ocal peoples.

Pol i cy, planning and | egal nechanisns that nmonitor, facilitate and regul ate
access to genetic resources, and provide a neans of protecting the rights of
traditional |andhol ders are being discussed and devel oped. Proposals are
being drafted for

e a Scientific Research Council to facilitate and nonitor biodiversity
rel ated research

e licensing of bio-prospecting activities in the context of Environnenta
| egi sl ation
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218. Has your country endeavoured to create conditions to facilitate access to
genetic resources for environnentally sound uses by other Contracting Parties (15(2))?
a) no
b) yes — linited extent X
c) yes — significant extent
219. Is there any nutual understandi ng or agreenent in place between different
interest groups and the State on access to genetic resources (15(4))?
a) no X
b) yes — limted extent

c) yes — significant extent

220. Has your country an open participation planning process, or any other process
in place, to ensure that access to resources is subject to prior infornmed consent
(15(5))?

a) no

b) early stages of devel opnent

c) advanced stages of devel oprment

d) processes in place

Yes and no (see bel ow) X

221. Has your country taken measures to ensure that any scientific research based on
genetic resources provided by other Contracting Parties is devel oped and carried out
with the full participation of such Contracting Parties (15(6))?

a) no neasures

b) sonme neasures in place

c) potential neasures under consideration X

d) conprehensive nmeasures in place

222. Has your country taken neasures to ensure the fair and equitabl e sharing of the
results of research and devel opment and the benefits arising fromthe conmercial and
ot her use of genetic resources with any Contracting Party providing such resources
(15(7))?

a) no neasures

b) sonme neasures in place

c) potential neasures under consideration X

d) conprehensive nmeasures in place

If so, are these nmeasures

a) Legislation

b) Statutory policy or subsidiary |egislation

c) Policy and admi ni strative measures
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Decision 11/11 and Decision I11/15. Access to genetic resources

223. Has your country provided the secretariat with informati on on rel evant
| egi slation, adm nistrative and policy neasures, participatory processes and research
pr ogr ames?

a) no, no legislation etc. at present X

b) yes, within the previ ous national report

c) yes, through case-studies

d) yes, through other neans (please give details bel ow)

224. Has your country inplemented capacity-buildi ng progranmes to pronote successf ul
devel opnment and i npl ementation of |egislative, adm nistrative and policy neasures and
gui del i nes on access, including scientific, technical, business, |egal and managenent
skills and capacities?

a) no

b) sone programres covering sone needs X

C) many progranmes covering sone needs

d) progranmes cover all perceived needs

e) no perceived need

225. Has your country anal ysed experiences of |egislative, adm nistrative and policy
neasures and gui del i nes on access, including regional efforts and initiatives, for use
in further devel opnent and inpl enentati on of measures and gui delines?

a) no

b) analysis in progress X

c) analysis conpleted

226. Is your country collaborating with all rel evant stakehol ders to explore,
devel op and i npl ement gui deli nes and practices that ensure nmutual benefits to
provi ders and users of access measures?

a) no

b) yes — limted extent X

c) yes — significant extent

227. Has your country identified national authorities responsible for granting
access to genetic resources?

a) no,

b) yes but in process, Draft legislation to go before governnent X

in 2002 will confirmthis
228. I's your country taking an active role in negotiations associated with the

adaptati on of the International Undertaking on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and
Agricul ture?

a) no X

b) yes
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Deci sion V/26. Access to genetic resources

229. Has your country designated a national focal point and one or nore conpetent
national authorities to be responsible for access and benefit-sharing arrangenents or
to provide information on such arrangement s?

a) no

b) yes.. but in process. Draft |egislation to go before governnent X
in 2002 will confirmauthority.

c) yes, and Executive Secretary notified

230. Do your country’s national biodiversity strategy, and |egislative,
adm ni strative or policy neasures on access and benefit-sharing, contribute to
conservati on and sustai nabl e use obj ectives?

a) no

b) to a limted extent

c) to a significant extent X

Parties that are recipients of genetic resources

231. Has your country adopted admi nistrative or policy neasures that are supportive
of efforts nmade by provider countries to ensure that access to their genetic resources
is subject to Articles 15, 16 and 19 of the Conventi on?

a) no

b) ot her arrangenents made

c) yes

232. Does your country co-operate with other Parties in order to find practical and
equi tabl e sol uti ons supportive of efforts nade by provider countries to ensure that
access to their genetic resources is subject to Articles 15, 16 and 19 of the
Conventi on, recogni zing the conplexity of the issue, with particular consideration of
the multiplicity of prior informed consent considerations?

a) no

b) yes (please provide details)

233. In developing its |egislation on access, has your country taken into account
and all owed for the devel opnent of a multilateral systemto facilitate access and
benefit-sharing in the context of the International Undertaking on Plant Genetic
Resour ces?

a) no, not yet X

b) | egislation under devel opment

c) yes

234. I's your country co-ordinating its positions in both the Convention on

Bi ol ogi cal Diversity and the International Undertaking on Plant Genetic Resources?
a) no
b) taking steps to do so X

c) yes
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235. Has your country provided information to the Executive Secretary on user
institutions, the market for genetic resources, non-nonetary benefits, new and
ermer gi ng nechani sns for benefit sharing, incentive nmeasures, clarification of
definitions, sui generis systens and “internedi ari es”?

a) no X

b) sone information provided

c) substantial information provided

236. Has your country submitted information on specific issues related to the role
of intellectual property rights in the inplenentation of access and benefit-sharing
arrangenments to the Executive Secretary?

a) no X
b) yes
237. Has your country provided capacity-building and technol ogy devel opment and

transfer for the maintenance and utilization of ex situ collections?

a) no X

b) yes to a limted extent

c) yes to a significant extent

Further comments on inplementation of this Article

Q 218. At present State players are discussing appropriate responses, and
havi ng di scussions with key interest groups. These are not sufficiently firm
to be described as a nutual understandi ng or agreenent.

Q 220 Legal provisions requiring formal prior informed consent apply to
cultural research in fields such as anthropol ogy, archaeol ogy, linguistics
etc. Tenporary provisions applying to other forns of scientific research are
not in a capacity to formally require informed consent prior to research
conmencing. It is hoped that as this systemis refined and | egalised, such
provi sions can be included and enforced.

A major barrier is researchers (usually international) being reluctant to

i ncur the costs of gaining prior informed consent prior to conmenci ng
research, and the difficulties in fully explaining research purposes to |oca
peopl es. However, there are cases in which prior infornmed consent has been
abused. For exanpl e bl ood sanples collected fromthroughout the archipel ago
for malaria studies with inforned consent, were stored and subsequently used
for unrel ated DNA and genone studies for which consent had not been given.

It is very difficult for a country such as Vanuatu to establish a | egal basis
to protect parties fromsuch m s-use of consent, and there is a perception
that increasingly sanmples collected for one purpose, nay be stored and
subsequently used for a separate purpose w thout recourse to the people

i nvol ved.

Full international collaboration will be needed if Prior Informed Consent
requi renents are to be enforceable.
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Article 16 Access to and transfer of technol ogy

238. What is the relative priority afforded to inplenentation of this Article and
t he associ ated deci si ons by your country?

a) High b) Medium X c) Low

239. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for meeting the obligations
and reconmendati ons made?

a) Cood b) Adequate c) Linmting d) Severely linmiting | X

Further comments on relative priority and on availability of resources

Vanuatu has limted access to technol ogy. Access to the internet through the
CHM has given the Environnent Unit’'s biodiversity section greater capacity to
access information, but often there is Iinmted information that is directly
rel evant to the Pacific Region.

Techni cal and scientific cooperation at an international level is vital. The
i nvol venent of regional organisations (South Pacific Conmunity, South Pacific
Regi onal Environnent Progranmme, University of the South Pacific) is valuable
as intermediaries and organi sations with scientific and technical expertise.
However it has been difficult to effectively influence the decisions that are
taken so as to neet national priorities.

240. Has your country taken measures to provide or facilitate access for and

transfer to other Contracting Parties of technologies that are relevant to the

conservation and sustai nabl e use of biol ogical diversity or nake use of genetic
resources and do not cause significant damage to the environnent (16(1))?

a) no neasures X

b) sonme neasures in place

c) potential neasures under review

d) conprehensive nmeasures in place

241. I's your country aware of any initiatives under which rel evant technology is
transferred to your country on concessional or preferential terns (16(2))?

a) no X

b) yes (please give brief details bel ow

242. Has your country taken neasures so that Contracting Parties which provide
genetic resources are provi ded access to and transfer of technol ogy which make use of
t hose resources, on mutually agreed terns (16(3))?

a) not relevant

b) relevant, but no neasures X

c) sone neasures in place

d) potential neasures under review

e) conprehensive nmeasures in place

|f so, are these neasures

a) Legislation

b) Statutory policy or subsidiary |egislation

c) Policy and adm nistrative arrangenents
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243. Has your country taken neasures so that the private sector facilitates access
to joint devel opnent and transfer of relevant technol ogy for the benefit of governnent
institutions and the private sector of devel oping countries (16(4))?

a) no neasures X

b) sone neasures in place

c) potential neasures under review

d) conprehensive nmeasures in place

If so, are these neasures

a) Legislation?

b) Statutory policy and subsidiary |egislation?

c) Policy and adm nistrative arrangenents?

244, Does your country have a national systemfor intellectual property right
protection (16(5))?

a) no,

Al nost ...l egislation has passed through parlianent but is not yet X
gazetted. Addresses ownership of cultural know edge, but does not
specifically address biodiversity

b) yes
245. If yes, does it cover biological resources (for exanple, plant species) in any
way ?
a) no
b) yes — limted extent

c) yes — significant extent

Decision I11/17. Intellectual property rights

246. Has your country conducted and provided to the secretariat case-studies of the
i mpacts of intellectual property rights on the achi evenent of the Conventions
obj ectives?

a) no X
b) sone
c) many

Further conments on inplementation of this Article
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Article 17 Exchange of infornmation

247. What is the relative priority afforded to inplenentation of this Article and
t he associ ated deci si ons by your country?

a) High X b) Medi um c) Low

248. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for neeting the obligations
and reconmendati ons nade?

a) Cood b) Adequate c) Linmting d) Severely linmiting | X

Further comments on relative priority and on availability of resources

Countries such as Vanuatu with limted internal scientific capacity are dependent on

i nternational colleagues for exchange of information. However it is difficult to fully
access information through normal chall enges, as technical and scientific publications
are not commonly received, there are no technical libraries, there are no staff able
to conmt tine to information searches through external organisations ... the country
i nevitabl ey receives that portion of information that is forwarded to us. Wile the
web based CHM has inproved access to information this is perceived as being very
limted and not always the information that we urgently need.

249. Has your country taken measures to facilitate the exchange of information from
publicly avail able sources (17(1))?

a) no neasures

b) restricted by | ack of resources

c) sone neasures in place X

d) potential neasures under review

e) conprehensive nmeasures in place

If a devel oped country Party -

250. Do these neasures take into account the special needs of devel oping countries
(17(1))?

a) no

b) yes — limted extent X

c) yes — significant extent
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251. If so, do these nmeasures include all the categories of information listed in

Article 17(2), including technical, scientific and soci o-econonm c research, training
and surveyi ng programmes, specialized know edge, repatriation of infornation and so

on?

a) no X

b) yes — limted extent

c) yes — significant extent

Article 18 Technical and scientific cooperation

252. What is the relative priority afforded to i nplenentation of this Article and
t he associ ated deci si ons by your country?

a) High X b) Medi um c) Low

253. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for neeting the obligations
and recommendati ons nade?

a) Good b) Adequate c) Limting d) Severely limting | X

Further comments on relative priority and on availability of resources

Vanuatu has extrenely linmited capacity to initiate technical and scientific
work in the filed of conservation and sustai nabl e use of biol ogica
resources, and is dependent on external assistance and devel opnent financing
for this work. As a consequence nbst research that has been undertaken is
applied and directed towards species of commercial significance.

Where ever possible attenpt is made to liaise with the international research
conmunity and encourage their attention on biodiversity matters of
signi ficance to Vanuat u.

254. Has your country taken measures to pronote international technical and
scientific cooperation in the field of conservation and sustai nabl e use of biol ogi ca
diversity (18(1))?

a) no neasures

b) sone neasures in place X

c) potential neasures under review

d) conprehensive nmeasures in place

255. Do the neasures taken to pronote cooperation with other Contracting Parties in
the i npl ementati on of the Convention pay special attention to the devel opnent and
strengtheni ng of national capabilities by neans of hunman resources devel opnment and
institution building (18(2))~?

a) no

b) yes — limted extent X

c) yes — significant extent
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256. Has your country encouraged and devel oped nethods of cooperation for the
devel opnment and use of technol ogi es, including indigenous and traditional
t echnol ogi es, in pursuance of the objectives of this Convention (18(4))?

a) no

b) early stages of devel opnent X

c) advanced stages of devel opnent

d) nethods in place

257. Does such cooperation include the training of personnel and exchange of experts
(18(4))?

a) no

b) yes — limted extent X

c) yes — significant extent

258. Has your country pronoted the establishment of joint research programes and
joint ventures for the devel opnent of technol ogies relevant to the objectives of the

Convention (18(5))?

a) no

b) yes — limted extent X

c) yes — significant extent

Decision 11/3, Decision Il1/4 and Decision |V/2. Clearing House

Mechani sm
259. I's your country cooperating in the devel opment and operation of the d earing
House Mechani snf
a) no
b) yes X
260. I's your country hel ping to devel op national capabilities through exchangi ng and

di ssemi nating i nformati on on experiences and | essons | earned in inplenmenting the
Conventi on?

a) no

b) yes - limted extent X

c) yes — significant extent

261. Has your country designated a national focal point for the C earing-House
Mechani snf

a) no

b) yes X
262. I's your country providing resources for the devel opment and i npl enent ati on of
t he d eari ng- House Mechani sn®?

a) no

b) yes, at the national |evel X

c) yes, at national and international |evels
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263. I's your country facilitating and participating in workshops and ot her expert
neetings to further the devel opnent of the CHM at international |evels?

a) no

b) participation only X

c) supporting sone neetings and participating
264. I's your CHM operati onal

a) no

b) under devel opnent X

c) yes (please give details bel ow)
265. Is your CHM linked to the Internet

a) no

b) yes X
266. Has your country established a nmulti-sectoral and nulti-disciplinary CHM
steering comittee or working group at the national |evel?

a) no

b) yes X

Decision V/14. Scientific and technical co-operation and
cl eari nghouse nechanisns (Article 18)

t he

267.
and

Has your country reviewed the priorities identified in Annex |
sought to inplenent then?

to the deci sion,

a) not revi ewed

X

b) reviewed but not inplenented

c) reviewed and i npl enented as appropriate

Further conmments on inplenmentation of these Articles
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Article 19 Handling of biotechnology and distribution of its benefits

268. What is the relative priority afforded to inplenentation of this Article and
t he associ ated deci si ons by your country?

a) High b) Medi um c) Low X

269. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for meeting the obligations
and reconmendati ons made?

a) Cood b) Adequate c) Linmting d) Severely linmiting | X

Further comments on relative priority and on availability of resources

Vanuatu | acks the scientific facilities to enable it to actively inplenent these

deci sions. They are consequently of |lower priority that nany issues that it is within
our capacity to address. This will be reconsidered as the National Biodiversity
Strategy is revised in 5 years tine.

270. Has your country taken measures to provide for the effective participation in
bi ot echnol ogi cal research activities by those Contracting Parties which provide the
genetic resources for such research (19(1))?

a) no neasures

b) sonme neasures in place X

c) potential neasures under review

d) conprehensive nmeasures in place

|f so, are these neasures:

a) Legislation

b) Statutory policy and subsidiary |egislation

c) Policy and admi ni strative measures X

271. Has your country taken all practicable neasures to pronote and advance priority
access on a fair and equitable basis by Contracting Parties to the results and
benefits arising from bi ot echnol ogi es based upon genetic resources provided by those
Contracting Parties (19(2))?

a) no neasures

b) sone neasures in place X

c) potential neasures under review

d) conprehensive nmeasures in place
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Decision I1V/3. Issues related to biosafety and Decision V/1. Wrk Pl an
of the Intergovernnental Conmittee for the Cartagena Protocol on
Bi osafety

272. I's your country a Contracting Party to the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety?

a) not a signatory X

b) signed, ratification in progress

c) instrument of ratification deposited

Further conmments on inplenmentation of this Article

Vanuatu is seeking to better understand the benefits of signing the Cartegena
Prot ocol, and needs assistance in building cross-sectoral awareness and
support prior to beconm ng a signatory.

Article 20 Financial resources

273. What is the relative priority afforded to inplenmentation of this Article and
t he associ ated deci si ons by your country?

a) High X b) Medi um c) Low

274. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for neeting the obligations
and recomendati ons nade?

a) Cood b) Adequate c) Limting d) Severely linmiting | X

Further conmments on relative priority and on availability of resources

Vanuatu has very limted ability to contribute financial resources toward nmeeting the
obligations it has incurred under the CBD. Vanuatu has had difficulty accessing

i nternational support form devel oping country parties to enable it to nmeet even that
portion of its CBD obligations that have been identified as national priorities within
its first national Biodiversity Strategy and Action Pl an.
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275. Has your country provided financial support and incentives in respect of those
national activities which are intended to achi eve the objectives of the Convention
(20(1))?

a) no X

b) yes — incentives only

c) yes — financial support only

d) yes — financial support and incentives

| f a devel oped country Party -

276. Has your country provided new and additional financial resources to enable
devel opi ng country Parties to neet the agreed increnental costs to them of

i npl ement i ng neasures which fulfil the obligations of the Convention, as agreed
bet ween you and the interimfinancial nechanism (20(2))?

a) no

b) yes
| f a devel oping country Party or Party with econony in transition —
277. Has your country received new and additional financial resources to enable you
to neet the agreed full increnmental costs of inplenenting neasures which fulfil the

obligati ons of the Convention (20(2))?

a) no
b) yes X GEF
enabl i ng
funding only
I f a devel oped country Party -
278. Has your country provided financial resources related to inplenentation of the

Convention through bilateral, regional and other nultilateral channels (20(3))?

| f a devel oping country Party or Party with econony in transition -

279. Has your country used financial resources related to inplenentation of the
Convention frombilateral, regional and other nmultilateral channels (20(3))?
a) no
b) yes X
Decision I11/6. Additional financial resources
280. I's your country working to ensure that all funding institutions (including

bi | at eral assistance agencies) are striving to make their activities nmore supportive
of the Convention?

a) no X

b) yes — limted extent

c) yes — significant extent

281. I's your country cooperating in any efforts to devel op standardi zed i nformation
on financial support for the objectives of the Convention?

a) no X

b) yes (please attach information)
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282. Has your country established a process to nonitor financial support to

bi odi versity?

a) no

X

b) procedures being established

c) yes (please provide details)

283. Are details avail abl e of your country’s financial support to nationa

bi odi versity activities?

a) no

b) not in a standardized format

c) yes (please provide details)

284. Are details avail able of your country’'s financial support to biodiversity

activities in other countries?

a) not applicable X
b) no
c) not in a standardized format
d) yes (please provide details)
Devel oped country Parties -
285. Does your country pronote support for the inplenmentation of the objectives of

the Convention in the funding policy of its bilateral funding institutions and those

of regional and nultilateral funding institutions?

a) no

b) yes
Devel opi ng country Parties -
286. Does your country di scuss ways and neans to support inplenentation of the
obj ectives of the Convention in its dialogue with funding institutions?

a) no X

b) yes
287. Has your country conpiled information on the additional financial support
provi ded by the private sector?

a) no X

b) yes (please provide details)
288. Has your country considered tax exenptions in national taxation systemns for
bi odi versity-rel ated donati ons?

a) no

b) not appropriate to national conditions X

c) exenptions under devel opnent

d) exenptions in place
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Further conments on inplementation of this Article

Fundi ng and financing opportunities under the CEF are perceived as conpl ex
and difficult to access.

Fundi ng and financing opportunities frombilateral, nulti-lateral and other
organi sations are linmted, and not particularly in accord with nationa
priorities.

Article 21 Financial nmechani sm

289. What is the relative priority afforded to inplenentation of this Article and
t he associ ated deci si ons by your country?

a) High X b) Medi um c) Low

290. To what extent are the resources avail abl e adequate for neeting the obligations

and recomendati ons nade?

a) Good b) Adequate c) Linmting d) Severely limting

Further coments on relative priority and on availability of resources

291. Has your country worked to strengthen existing financial institutions to
provi de financial resources for the conservation and sustai nabl e use of biol ogica
di versity?

a) no X
b) yes
Decision I11/7. Quidelines for the review of the effectiveness of the

financial nmechani sm

292. Has your country provided i nformati on on experiences gai ned through activities

funded by the financial mechanisn?

a) no activities

b) no, although there are activities X

c) yes, within the previous national report

d) yes, through case-studies

e) yes, through other means (please give details bel ow)




Further conments on inplementation of this Article

71




72

Article 23 Conference of the Parties

293. How many people from your country participated in each of the neetings of the
Conference of the Parties?

a) COP 1 (Nassau)

b) COP 2 (Jakarta)

c) COP 3 (Buenos Aires)

d) COP 4 (Bratislava)

R|lO|FR,|O|O

e) COP 5 (Nairobi)

Decision 1/6, Decision I1/10, Decision Il11/24 and Decision |V/17.
Fi nance and budget

294. Has your country paid all of its contributions to the Trust Fund?

a) no X

b) yes

Decision IV/16 (part) Preparation for neetings of the Conference of the
Parties

295. Has your country participated in regional neetings focused on di scussing
i mpl ement ati on of the Convention before any neetings of the Conference of the Parties?

a) no
b) yes (please specify which) Yes
Meetings for
the South
Paci fic Regi on
countri es.
If a devel oped country Party —
296. Has your country funded regi onal and sub-regi onal neetings to prepare for the

COP, and facilitated the participation of devel oping countries in such neetings?

a) no

b) yes (please provide details bel ow)

Deci si on V/22. Budget for the programe of work for the biennium 2001-
2002

297. Did your country pay its contribution to the core budget (BY Trust Fund) for
2001 by 1°' January 2001°?

a) yes in advance

b) yes on tine

c) no but subsequently paid

d) not yet paid X
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298. Has your country nade additional voluntary contributions to the trust funds of
t he Convention?

a) yes in the 1999-2000 bi enni um

b) yes for the 2001- 2002 bi enni um

c) expect to do so for the 2001-2002 biennium

d) no X

Further comments on inplementation of this Article

Article 24 Secretari at

299. Has your country provided direct support to the Secretariat in terns of
seconded staff, financial contribution for Secretariat activities, etc?
a) no X
b) yes

Further conments on inplementation of this Article
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advi ce

300. How many peopl e from your country participated in each of the neetings of
SBSTTA?

a) SBSTTA | (Paris) 0

b) SBSTTA Il (Montreal) 1

c) SBSTTA IIIl (Montreal) 0

d) SBSTTA IV (Montreal) 0

e) SBSTTA V (Montreal) 0

Further comments on inplementation of this Article
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Article 26 Reports

301. What is the status of your first national report?

a) Not submtted

b) Summary report subnitted

c) Interimdraft report subnitted

d) Final report submtted

If b), c) or d), was your report subnitted:

by the original deadline of 1.1.98 (Decision I11/9)?

by the extended deadline of 31.12.98 (Decision |V/14)? X

Later (please specify date)

Deci sion |1V/14 National reports

302. Did all relevant stakeholders participate in the preparation of this national
report, or in the conpilation of information used in the report?

a) no
b) yes X
303. Has your country taken steps to ensure that its first and/or second national
report(s) is/are available for use by rel evant stakehol ders?
a) no
b) yes X
If yes, was this by:
a) i nformal distribution?
b) publ i shing the report?
c) maki ng the report avail abl e on request? X
d) posting the report on the Internet?

Deci sion V/19. National reporting

304. Has your country prepared voluntary detailed thematic reports on one or nore of
the items for in-depth consideration at an ordinary neeting of the parties, follow ng
t he gui del i nes provi ded?

a) no

b) yes — forest ecosystens

c) yes — alien species X 1In
preparation

d) yes — benefit sharing
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Further conments on inplementation of this Article

Deci si on V/ 6. Ecosystem approach

305. I's your country applying the ecosystem approach, taking into account the
princi pl es and gui dance contained in the annex to decision V/6?

a) no

b) under consi deration

c) sone aspects are being applied X

d) substantially inplenmented

306. I's your country devel opi ng practical expressions of the ecosystem approach for
national policies and |legislation and for inplenentation activities, with adaptation
to local, national, and regional conditions, in particular in the context of
activities devel oped within the thematic areas of the Convention?

a) no X

b) under consi deration

c) sone aspects are being applied

d) substantially inplenented

307. I's your country identifying case studies and inplenenting pilot projects that
denonstrate the ecosystem approach, and using workshops and ot her nechani sns to
enhance awareness and share experience?

a) no X

b) case-studies identified

c) pilot projects underway

d) workshops pl anned/ hel d

e) information avail able through CHM

308. I's your country strengthening capacities for inplenentation of the ecosystem
approach, and providing technical and financial support for capacity-building to
i mpl ement the ecosystem approach?

a) no X

b) yes within the country

c) yes including support to other Parties
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309. Has your country pronoted regional co-operation in applying the ecosystem
approach across nati onal borders?

a) no

b) informal co-operation X

c) formal co-operation (please give details)

I nl and wat er ecosystens

Decision 1V/4. Status and trends of the biological diversity of inland
wat er ecosystens and options for conservation and sustai nabl e use

310. Has your country included information on biological diversity in wetlands when
providing informati on and reports to the CSD, and considered including inland water
bi ol ogi cal diversity issues at neetings to further the recommendati ons of the CSD?

a) no X
b) yes
311. Has your country included inland water biological diversity considerations in

its work with organi zations, institutions and conventions affecting or working with
i nl and wat er ?

a) no

b) yes X

If a devel oping country Party or Party with econony in transition —

312. When requesting support for projects relating to inland water ecosystens from
the GEF, has your country given priority to identifying inportant areas for
conservation, preparing and inplenenting integrated watershed, catchment and river
basi n managenent plans, and investigating processes contributing to biodiversity |oss?

a) no X
b) yes
313. Has your country revi ewed the progranme of work specified in annex 1 to the

deci sion, and identified priorities for national action in inplenenting the progranme?

a) no X

b) under review

c) yes

Deci sion V/2. Progress report on the inplenentation of the progranme of
work on the biological diversity of inland water ecosystens
(inpl emrentati on of decision |V/4)

314. I's your country supporting and/or participating in the River Basin Initiative?

a) no X

b) yes
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315. I's your country gathering informati on on the status of
di versity?

i nl and wat er bi ol ogi cal

a) no

b) assessnents ongoi ng

c) assessnents conpl et ed

316. Is this information available to other Parties?

a) no

b) yes - national report

c) yes — through the CHM

d) yes — other neans (please give details bel ow)

X On request

317. Has your country devel oped national and/or sectoral plans for the conservation
and sust ai nabl e use of inland water ecosystens?
a) no X
b) yes — national plans only
c) yes — national plans and major sectors
d) vyes — national plans and all sectors
318. Has your country inpl enented capacity-buil ding neasures for devel opi ng and
i mpl ementing these pl ans?
a) no
b) yes X

Decision I11/21. Relationship of the Convention with the CSD and

bi odi versity-rel ated conventi ons

319. Is the conservation and sustai nabl e use of wetlands, and of migratory species
and their habitats, fully incorporated into your national strategies, plans and

programes for conserving biol ogical diversity?

a) no

b) yes

Furt her comrents on inplenmentation of these decisions and the

associ at ed progranme of work
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Decision I1/10 and Decision |IV/5. Conservation and sustai nabl e use of

mari ne and coastal biological diversity

320. Does your national strategy and action plan pronote the conservation and

sust ai nabl e use of marine and coastal biol ogical diversity?

a) no

b) yes — limted extent

c) yes — significant extent

X

321. Has your country established and/or strengthened institutional

adm ni strative

and | egi sl ative arrangenents for the devel opnent of integrated nanagenent of narine

and coastal ecosystens?

a) no
b) early stages of devel opnent X
c) advanced stages of devel oprment
d) arrangenents in place
322. Has your country provided the Executive Secretary with advice and information

on future options concerning the conservation and sustai nabl e use of marine and

coastal biological diversity?

a) no X
b) yes
323. Has your country undertaken and/or exchanged information on denonstration

projects as practical exanples of integrated mari ne and coastal area nanagenent ?

a) no

X

b) yes — previous national report

c) yes - case-studies

d) yes - other means (please give details bel ow)

324. Has your country programes in place to enhance and i nprove know edge on the

genetic structure of |ocal popul ations of marine species subjected to stock
enhancenent and/or sea-ranching activities?
a) no X

b) programmes are bei ng devel oped

c) progranmmes are being inplenented for sone species

d) progranmes are being i nplenmented for many species

e) not a perceived problem

325. Has your country revi ewed the progranme of work specified in an
deci sion, and identified priorities for national action in inplenentin

annex to the
g the progranme?

a) no

X

b) under review

c) yes
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Deci sion V/3. Progress report on the inplenentation of the progranme of
work on nmarine and coastal biological diversity (inplenmentation of
deci si on |V/5)

326. I's your country contributing to the inplenmentation of the work plan on coral
bl eachi ng?
a) no X
b) yes
c) not relevant
327. I's your country inplenenting other neasures in response to coral bl eaching?
a) no
b) yes (please provide details bel ow) X nonitoring

of sea |evel
change and sea
t enper at ures

c) not relevant

328. Has your country submitted case-studies on the coral bleaching phenonenon to
t he Executive Secretary?

a) no X

b) yes

c) not relevant

Further comments on inplenentation of these decisions and the
associ at ed programe of work
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Agricul tural biological diversity

Decision I11/11 and Decision I1V/6. Conservation and sustai nabl e use of
agricultural biological diversity
329. Has your country identified and assessed rel evant ongoi ng activities and
existing instruments at the national |evel?
a) no
b) early stages of review and assessnent X

c) advanced stages of revi ew and assessnment

d) assessnent conpl eted

330. Has your country identified issues and priorities that need to be addressed at
the national |evel?

a) no
b) in progress X
c) yes
331. I's your country using any nethods and indicators to nonitor the inpacts of

agricul tural devel opnent projects, including the intensification and extensification
of production systens, on biological diversity?

a) no X

b) early stages of devel opnent

c) advanced stages of devel opnent

d) mechanisnms in place

332. I's your country taking steps to share experiences addressing the conservation
and sust ai nabl e use of agricultural biological diversity?

a) no X

b) yes — case-studies

c) yes — other mechani sns (pl ease specify)

333. Has your country conducted case-studies on the issues identified by SBSTTA: i)

pol linators, ii) soil biota, and iii) integrated | andscape managenent and farm ng
systens?
a) no X

b) yes — pollinators

c) yes — soil biota

d) yes — integrated | andscape managenent and farm ng systens

334. I's your country establishing or enhanci ng nechani sns for increasing public
awar eness and under st andi ng of the inportance of the sustainable use of
agr obi odi versity conponents?

a) no

Sone neasures for sone species e.g. Cal ophyllumnuts, taro and X
kava (Pi per nethysticunm) BUT no systematic approach

b) early stages of devel opnent

c) advanced stages of devel opnent

d) mechanisnms in place
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335. Does your country have nati onal strategies, programmes and plans which ensure
t he devel opnent and successful inplenentation of policies and actions that lead to
sust ai nabl e use of agrobi odiversity conponents?

a) no

Sone neasures for sone species but no systematic strategy or X
pr ogr anmes.

b) early stages of devel opnent

c) advanced stages of devel opnent

d) nmechanisns in place

336. I's your country pronoting the transformati on of unsustainable agricultural
practices into sustai nable production practices adapted to |local biotic and abiotic
condi tions?

a) no
b) yes — limted extent
c) yes — significant extent X
337. I's your country pronoting the use of farm ng practices that not only increase

productivity, but also arrest degradation as well as reclaim rehabilitate, restore
and enhance bi ol ogi cal diversity?

a) no

b) yes — limted extent

c) yes — significant extent X
338. I's your country pronoting nobilization of farm ng comunities for the

devel opnent, nai ntenance and use of their know edge and practices in the conservation
and sust ai nabl e use of biol ogi cal diversity?

a) no

b) yes - limted extent X

c) yes - significant extent

339. I's your country helping to inplenent the G obal Plan of Action for the
Conservation and Sustainable Utilization of Plant Genetic Resources?

a) no X

b) yes
340. I's your country collaborating with other Contracting Parties to identify and

pronot e sustai nable agricultural practices and integrated | andscape nanagenent ?

a) no

b) yes X
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Decision V/I5. Agricultural biological diversity: review of phase | of
the programme of work and adoption of a multi-year work progranme

341. Has your country reviewed the progranmme of work annexed to the decision and
identified how you can collaborate in its inplenmentation?

a) no X

b) yes
342. I's your country pronoting regional and thematic co-operation within this
framework of the programme of work on agricul tural biological diversity?

a) no

b) some co-operation X

c) w despread co-operation

d) full co-operation in all areas

343. Has your country provided financial support for inplenentation of the progranme
of work on agricultural biological diversity?

a) no X

b) limted additional funds

c) significant additional funds

I f a devel oped country Party —

344. Has your country provided financial support for inplenentation of the progranme
of work on agricultural biological diversity, in particular for capacity building and
case-studies, in devel oping countries and countries with economes in transition?

a) no X

b) yes within existing cooperation programe(s)

b) yes, including limted additional funds

c) yes, with significant additional funds

345. Has your country supported actions to raise public awareness in support of
sust ai nabl e farm ng and food producti on systens that maintain agricul tural biol ogical
di versity?

a) no

b) yes, to a limted extent X

c) yes, to a significant extent

346. I's your country co-ordinating its position in both the Conventi on on Bi ol ogi cal
Diversity and the International Undertaking on Plant Genetic Resources?

a) no X

b) taking steps to do so

c) yes

347. I's your country a Contracting Party to the Rotterdam Convention on the Prior
| nf ormed Consent Procedure for Certain Hazardous Chem cals and Pesticides in
I nternational Trade?

a) not a signatory X

b) signed — ratification in process

c) instrument of ratification deposited
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348. I's your country supporting the application of the Executive Secretary for
observer status in the Commttee on Agriculture of the World Trade Organi sati on?
a) no
b) yes X
349. I's your country collaborating with other Parties on the conservation and
sust ai nabl e use of pollinators?
a) no X
b) yes
350. I's your country conpiling case-studies and inplenenting pilot projects rel evant

to the conservation and sustai nabl e use of pollinators?

a) no

X

b) yes (pl ease provide details)

351. Has informati on on scientific assessnents relevant to genetic us

e restriction

t echnol ogi es been supplied to other Contracting Parties through nedia such as the

Cl eari ng- House Mechani snf?

a) not applicable
b) no X
c) yes - national report
d) yes — through the CHM
e) yes — other means (please give details bel ow)
352. Has your country consi dered how t o address generic concerns regardi ng such

t echnol ogi es as genetic use restriction technol ogi es under international and national

approaches to the safe and sustai nabl e use of gernpl asn®?

a) no

X

b) yes — under consideration

c) yes — neasures under devel opnent

353. Has your country carried out scientific assessnents on inter ali

soci al and econonic effects of genetic use restriction technol ogi es?

a ecol ogi cal ,

a) no

X

b) sone assessments

c) mmjor programe of assessnents

354. Has your country disseninated the results of scientific assessme

nts on inter

alia ecol ogi cal, social and econom c effects of genetic use restriction technol ogi es?

a) no

X

b) yes — through the CHM

c) yes — other neans (please give details bel ow)
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355. Has your country identified the ways and neans to address the potential inpacts
of genetic use restriction technologies on the in situ and ex situ conservation and
sust ai nabl e use, including food security, of agricultural biological diversity?

a) no X

b) sone neasures identified

c) potential neasures under review

d) conprehensive review conpl et ed

356. Has your country assessed whether there is a need for effective regul ations at
the national level with respect to genetic use restriction technol ogies to ensure the
safety of human health, the environnent, food security and the conservation and
sust ai nabl e use of biol ogi cal diversity?

a) no

b) yes — regul ati on needed Nor fornal
asessnent, but
it is
recogni sed
t hat
regul ati onsa
re needed

c) yes — regulation not needed (please give nore details)

357. Has your country devel oped and applied such regul ati ons taking into account,

inter alia, the specific nature of variety-specific and trait-specific genetic use
restriction technol ogi es?

a) no X

b) yes — devel oped but not yet applied

c) yes — devel oped and applied

358. Has i nformati on about these regul ati ons been made avail abl e to ot her
Contracting Parties?

a) no X

b) yes — through the CHM

c) yes — other means (please give details bel ow)

Further comrents on inplenentation of these decisions and the
associ at ed programe of work
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Forest biol ogical diversity

Decision 11/9 and Decision |V/7. Forest biological diversity

359. Has your country included expertise on forest biodiversity in its del egations
to the Intergovernnental Panel on Forests?

a) no X

b) yes

c) not rel evant

360. Has your country revi ewed the progranme of work annexed to the decision and
identified how you can collaborate in its inplenmentation?

a) no

Informal review, and sone ad hoc responses, but no systematic X
revi ew.

b) under review

c) yes

361. Has your country integrated forest biological diversity considerations in its
partici pation and col | aboration wi th organi zations, institutions and conventi ons
affecting or working with forest biological diversity?

a) no

b) yes — limted extent X

c) yes — significant extent

362. Does your country give high priority to allocation of resources to activities
t hat advance the objectives of the Convention in respect of forest biological
di versity?

a) no X

b) yes

For devel opi ng country Parties and Parties with economes in transition -

363. When requesting assistance through the GEF, |s your country proposing projects
whi ch pronote the inplenmentation of the programe of work?

a) no

b) yes X

Deci sion V/4. Progress report on the inplenentation of the progranme of
work for forest biological diversity

364. Do the actions that your country is taking to address the conservation and
sust ai nabl e use of forest biological diversity conformw th the ecosystem approach?

a) no X
b) yes
365. Do the actions that your country is taking to address the conservati on and

sust ai nabl e use of forest biological diversity take into consideration the outcone of
the fourth session of the Intergovernnental Forum on Forests?

a) no

b) vyes X
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366. W Il your country contribute to the future work of the UN Forum on Forests?

a) no
W || depend on funding assistance X
b) yes
367. Has your country provided relevant information on the inplenentation of this

wor k progr anmre?

a) no X

b) yes — submi ssion of case-studies

c) yes — thematic national report submtted

d) yes — other nmeans (please give details bel ow)

368. Has your country integrated national forest progranmes into its nationa
bi odi versity strategi es and acti on plans applying the ecosystem approach and
sust ai nabl e forest managenent ?

a) no

b) yes — limted extent X

c) yes — significant extent

369. Has your country undertaken neasures to ensure participation by the forest
sector, private sector, indigenous and | ocal comunities and non-gover nnent a
organi sations in the inplenmentati on of the progranme of work?

a) no

b) yes — sone stakehol ders X

c) yes — all stakehol ders

370. Has your country taken neasures to strengthen national capacities including

| ocal capacities, to enhance the effectiveness and functions of forest protected area
net works, as well as national and |ocal capacities for inplenentation of sustainable
forest managenment, including restoration?

a) no

b) sonme programmes covering sone needs X

C) many programres covering sonme needs

d) progranmmes cover all perceived needs

e) no perceived need

371. Has your country taken neasures to inplenment the proposals for action of the
I nt ergover nnent al Forum on Forests and the Intergovernnental Panel on Forests on
val uation of forest goods and services?

a) no

b) under consi deration

c) sone neasures taken X
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Bi ol ogi cal diversity of dry and sub-hunid | ands

Deci sion V/23. Consideration of options for conservation and
sust ai nabl e use of biological diversity in dryland, Mediterranean
arid, sem-arid, grassland and savannah ecosystens

372. Has your country reviewed the progranme of work annexed to the decision and
identified how you will inplenment it?

NOT RELEVANT X

a) no

b) under review

c) yes

373. I's your country supporting scientifically, technically and financially, at the
nati onal and regional levels, the activities identified in the programe of work?

a) no X

b) to a limted extent

c) to a significant extent

374. I's your country fostering cooperation for the regional or subregiona
i mpl ement ati on of the progranme anong countries sharing simlar biones?

a) no X

b) to a limted extent

c) to a significant extent

Further comrents on inplenentation of these Decisions and the
associ at ed programe of work

Q 360... The Progranmme of Work on the inplenentation of decisions I11/9 and
IV/7 and rel ated provisions of the CBD has not been formally reviewed at a
nati onal level. However work is in place that addresses some of the issues
defined in these decisions, often in the context of work related to the

I ntervovernnental Forum on Forests, the work of the ITTO and regi onal forest
nmanagement progranmes.

Q 362 ..lssues relating to sustainable harvesting of forest timber resources
have been addressed within the Code of Logging Practice, which is overseen by
the Forestry Departnent. This includes sonme consideration of biologica

di versity and sone aspects of the ecosystem approach, yet is limted in focus
to timber harvesting activities. The extent to which this code is enforced or
i mpl enented varies, and reflects the availability of in-country and on-i sl and
resources.

Q 365 Vanuatu's actions within the Forest sector are geared toward the goals
and objectives of the International Forumon Forests and other internationa
conventions. However the extent of progress in nmeeting these objectives is
often linmted due to resource constraints.

Vanuatu has recently subnmitted a report on the status of Vanuatu in
i mpl ementing the ITTO critera and indicators for sustainable forest
managemnent .
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Deci sion V/20. Operations of the Convention

375. Does your country take into consideration gender bal ance, invol venent of
i ndi genous peopl e and nmenbers of |ocal communities, and the range of rel evant
di sci plines and expertise, when nominating experts for inclusion in the roster?

NOT RELEVANT, very few in-country experts. X
a) no
b) yes
376. Has you country actively participated in subregi onal and regional activities in

order to prepare for Convention nmeetings and enhance inplementation of the Convention?

a) no

b) to a limted extent

c) to a significant extent X

377. Has your country undertaken a review of national programres and needs rel ated
to the inplenentation of the Convention and, if appropriate, inforned the Executive
Secretary?

a) no

Internal review of national programes ongoi ng but no reports to X
t he Executive Secretar

b) under way

c) yes
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Pl ease use this box to identify what specific activities your country
has carried out as a DI RECT RESULT of becoming a Contracting Party to
the Convention, referring back to previous questions as appropriate:

Prepared a National Biodiversity Strategy and Action

Revi ewed and collected at a central |ocation informati on on nationa
bi odi versity

Consul ted widely at community and national |evel over biodiversity related
i ssues.

Est abl i shed a cross-sectoral national biodiversity advisory commttee

Conduct ed research to better docunment national biodiversity, with a
particul ar focus on freshwater biodiversity.

Facilitated research and put in place policy to facilitate, nonitor and
collect information fromresearch

Prelimnary work to identify systemto ensure Prior |Infornmed Consent,
protect rights of traditional |andholders, and nanage bi odiversity
prospecti ng.

Participated in regional projects to docunent and coll ect genetic
diversity within selected agricultural and forest projects.

Participated at a regional and international level in activities that
buil d capacity to nmanage biodiversity, and that shared experience and
expertise.

Est abl i shing a national C earing House Mechani smand currently devel opi ng
and internet conponent.

Fostered cross sectoral discussion about and participation in issues
relating to biodiversity.

Revi ewed | egislation relating to biodiversity and made decisions to
reconcil e some anonal ous pieces of legislation and to address gaps with
environnental l|egislation currently in draft form

Participated in regional initiatives to pronote conservation of
bi odi versity including the GEFE supported South Pacific Biodiversity
Conservati on Programe.

Devel opnent of a strategy on invasive species in progress.
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Pl ease use this box to identify joint initiatives with other Parties,
referring back to previous questions as appropriate:

The South Pacific Regional Environment Progranmme is a key agency organi sing
foruns for the discussion of biodiversity related issues at a regional |evel.
These include strategies on invasive species; bird conservation; access to
benefit sharing and prior informed consent |egislation; coastal and narine
conservation; sharing of experiences through training and neetings for

i ndividuals involved in biodiversity conservation. Vanuatu as a SPREP nenber
country is participating in many of these collaborative initiatives.

The World Wde Fund for Nature South Pacific Programre has al so taken a | ead
in co-ordinating regional collaboration including an periodic training and
net wor ki ng neetings for individuals involved in biodiversity conservation
Vanuat u has benefited through participation in a nunber of these initiatives.

South Pacific Community is also active in fostering regional collaboration
Vanuatu has participated in SPCinitiatives to facilitate exchange relating
to agro-biodiversity, including taro genetic collections and participation in
the taxonomic initiative.

Vanuatu has participated in the South Pacific Regional Initiative for Forest
CGeneti c Resources (Phase 1 1006 to 2000; Phase 2 2001 to 2006)a col | aborative
venture between the Forestry Departnments of Vanuatu, Fiji, Tonga, Sanpa and
Sol onon | sl ands and the Australian Governnent, devel oped with inputs fromthe
FAO Panel of Experts on Forest Gene Resources. The SPRIG Progranme ainms to
strengthen the capacity of the participating South Pacific Countries in the
areas of collection, assessnent, inprovenent and conservation of priority
forest genetic resources and to hel p conserve and better utilise the genetic
resources of priority regionally inportant, high value forest tree species.

The University of the South Pacific has also contributed in co-ordinating
regi onal opportunities to conserve biodiversity, including involving in-
country specialists in creation of a regional herbarium and human capacity
bui | di ng and trai ni ng.
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Pl ease use this box to provide any further comrents on natters rel ated
to national inplementation of the Convention

The wordi ng of these questions is based on the Articles of the
Convention and the decisions of the Conference of the Parties. Please
provide information on any difficulties that you have encountered in

interpreting the wording of these questions

This report is extremely conprehensive in addressing the articles of the
Convention and deci sions of the Convention of Parties. The process of report
preparation has proved valuable in forcing nore in-depth consideration of the
provi sions of the convention, and the linmtations of our national responses
so far. It denmonstrates the limted capacity of a country such as Vanuatu to
nmeet the obligations it has assumed in becom ng signatory to the Convention
and the inportance on international support to enable Vanuatu to build the
capacity .

However at the same time its preparation has been difficult.

e There have been delays in preparation of this report due to the conplexity
and detail requested.

« The format of the report presented significant challenges to fostering
Wi de participation in the reports’ preparation, leading to indirect
di scussion of many issues in the context of working groups assisting the
Nati onal Biodiversity Advisory Comrittee.

e It has been difficult to get agencies and responsible authorities to
systematically review the report because of its length and | ack of
speci fic focus.




93

If your country has conpleted its national biodiversity strategy and

action plan (NBSAP), please gi

ve the follow ng information:

Date of conpletion:

June 2000

If the

NBSAP has been adopted by the

Gover nnent

By which authority?

Endor sed by Council of Mnisters

On what date?

If the

NBSAP has been published pl ea

se give

Title:

Dec, 2000

Nane and address of publisher:

Evi ronnent Unit,
PVMB 9063,
Port Vila, VANUATU

| SBN:

none

Price (if applicable):

1, 500VT

O her informati on on ordering: Avail abl e on enquiry. Internationa
orders woul d need to pay postage costs.

If the NBSAP has not been publi shed

Pl ease give full details of how Witten or personal enquiry to the

copi es can be obtai ned: Envi ronment Unit, PMB 9063, Port Vila

If the NBSAP has been posted on a national website

Pl ease give full URL: no

If the NBSAP has been | odged with an | npl enenti ng Agency of the GEF

Pl ease i ndi cate which agency: UNEP

Has a copy of the NBSAP been | odged

with the Convention Secretariat?

Yes

X

No
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Pl ease provide sinilar details if you have conpleted a Biodiversity
Country Study or another report or action plan relevant to the
obj ectives of this Convention

Pl ease provide details of any national body (e.g. national audit
office) that has or will review the inplenmentation of the Convention in
your country

At present the CBD Operational Focal Point also retains responsibility for
revi ew i npl ementation of the Convention on Biodiversity.
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