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Current national environment related policies and strategies

 Vanuatu Department of Environmental Protection and Conservation

 Atmosphere and Climate  Coastal and Marine  Biodiversity  Built Environment  Culture and Heritage  Inland Waters  Land


Current national policies and strategies related to the environment sector. These policies and strategies are being implemented by various Vanuatu government and non governmental institutions such the Ministry of Climate Change Adaptation (MoCCA), Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock, Fisheries, Forestry, and Biosecurity (MALFFB), Ministry of Lands, and Natural Resources (MoLNR), Ministry of Internal Affairs (MoIA), Ministry of Infrastructure and Public Utilities (MIPU), and their respective departments amongst other environmental stakeholders.
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Marine pollution originating from purse seine and longline fishing vessel operations in the Western and Central Pacific Ocean, 2003-2015 

 Vanuatu Department of Environmental Protection and Conservation

 Coastal and Marine


Observer data of marine dumping from longline boats.
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Marine and Coastal Biodiversity (MACBIO) - Vanuatu

 Vanuatu Department of Environmental Protection and Conservation

 Coastal and Marine


MACBIO is a project that supports sustainable economies and livelihoods of Pacific Island Countries by strengthening institutional and individual capacity, to manage and conserve biodiversity in marine and coastal ecosystems. The project was commissioned by BMUB to GIZ as part of IKI, jointly implemented by SPREP, IUCN and GIZ from 2013 to 2018.

This dataset holds all MACBIO-related resources pertaining to Vanuatu as one of the participating countries. Resource herein include;

* Vanuatu Marine Atlas - interactive data viewer

* Vanuatu Marine Atlas - report
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Capacity building action plan for environmental management

 Vanuatu Department of Environmental Protection and Conservation

 Land  Biodiversity  Coastal and Marine


The main objective is to enhance the capacity of Vanuatu in addressing global environment management issues, particular in the thematic areas of Biodiversity, Climate Change and Land Degradation, each being addressed within its respective international convention.
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National Fisheries Sector Policy 2016 - 2031

 Vanuatu Department of Environmental Protection and Conservation

 Coastal and Marine


A policy for the sustainable management, conservation and development of the fisheries sector in the Republic of Vanuatu.
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National Sustainable Development Plan 2016 - 2030 

 Vanuatu Department of Environmental Protection and Conservation

 Land  Built Environment  Coastal and Marine


Vanuatu 2030 charts the country's vision and overarching policy framework for achieving a Stable, Sustainable and Prosperous Vanuatu within the next fifteen years, and in doing so sets out the national priorities and context for the implementation of the new global Sustainable Development Goals over the

same period.
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Checklist of the shorefishes of Ouvea atoll, New Caledonia

 Smithsonian Institution

 Coastal and Marine


The shorefishes of Ouvea, an isolated atoll in the Loyalty Islands group of New Caledonia, had not been surveyed prior to 1990. An extensive survey was conducted by ORSTOM between 1991 and 1992 to obtain baseline information on the shorefishes. A

total of 653 taxa among 72 families are now documented from this area. The most diverse families are the Labridae (69 species), Pomacentridae (58 species), Gobiidae (54 spccies),Serranidae (39 species), Chaetodontidae (31 species) and Apogonidae (28
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Marine Bioregions of Vanuatu

 Vanuatu Department of Environmental Protection and Conservation

 Coastal and Marine


There are not perfect data which describe the distribution and abundance of every marine habitat and species in the Pacific. And certainly not at a scale that is useful for national planning in the ocean. Bioregionalisation, or the classification of the marine environment into spatial units that host similar biota, can serve to provide spatially explicit surrogates of biodiversity for marine conservation and management. Existing marine bioregionalisations however, are at a scale that is too broad for national governments in the Pacific to use.
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Environmental data work flow diagram 

 Vanuatu Department of Environmental Protection and Conservation

 Atmosphere and Climate  Biodiversity  Built Environment  Coastal and Marine


This is a diagram of a ideal workflow for field data to data portal to use in reporting
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World Database on Protected Areas

 Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme

 Land  Biodiversity  Coastal and Marine


The World Database on Protected Areas (WDPA) is the most comprehensive global database of marine and terrestrial protected areas, updated on a monthly basis, and is one of the key global biodiversity data sets being widely used by scientists, businesses, governments, International secretariats and others to inform planning, policy decisions and management.
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Open Source GIS Training for Improved Protected Area Planning and Management in Vanuatu

 Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme

 Land  Biodiversity  Coastal and Marine


Dataset contains training material on using open source Geographic Information Systems (GIS) to improve protected area planning and management from a workshop that was conducted on February 26-28, 2020. Specifically, the dataset contains lectures on GIS fundamentals, QGIS 3.x, and global positioning system (GPS), as well as country-specific datasets and a workbook containing exercises for viewing data, editing/creating datasets, and creating map products in QGIS.
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Marine biodiversity law in Fiji, Solomon and Vanuatu Islands : final report

 SPC/SPREP

 Coastal and Marine  Biodiversity


The research agreement signed on 19th December 2005 by the Institute of Research for Development (IRD), the University Paul Sabatier (Toulouse III) and Nantes University, the Pharmacochemical laboratories of Natural Substances and Pharmacophores Redox (UMR 1165) and the Centre of Maritime and Ocean Law (EA 1165, CDMO) led to the international research program “Coral Reef Initiatives for the Pacific” (CRISP).
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Global Distribution of Seamounts and Knolls

 Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme

 Coastal and Marine


This dataset shows the global distribution of seamounts and knolls identified using global bathymetric data at 30 arc-sec resolution. A total of 33,452 seamounts and 138,412 knolls were identified, representing the largest global set of identified seamounts and knolls to date. Seamount habitat was found to constitute approximately 4.7% of the ocean floor, whilst knolls covered 16.3%.

The research leading to these results received funding from the European Community’s Seventh Framework Programme, and from the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN).
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Global Mangrove Distribution - Global Mangrove Watch

 Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme

 Land  Biodiversity  Coastal and Marine


The Global Mangrove Watch (GMW) is a collaboration between Aberystwyth University (U.K.), solo Earth Observation (soloEO; Japan), Wetlands International the World Conservation Monitoring Centre (UNEP-WCMC) and the Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency (JAXA).
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Coral Reef Threats - Reefs at Risk 

 Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme

 Land  Coastal and Marine


Reefs at Risk Revisited is a high-resolution update of the original global analysis, Reefs at Risk: A Map-Based Indicator of Threats to the World’s Coral Reefs. Reefs at Risk Revisited uses a global map of coral reefs at 500-m resolution, which is 64 times more detailed than the 4-km resolution map used in the 1998 analysis, and benefits from improvements in many global data sets used to evaluate threats to reefs (most threat data are at 1 km resolution, which is 16 times more detailed than those used in the 1998 analysis).
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Global Distribution of Hydrothermal Vent Fields (2020) - InterRidge Global Database of Active Submarine Hydrothermal Vent Fields 3.4

 Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme

 Coastal and Marine


The InterRidge Vents Database is a global database of submarine hydrothermal vent fields. The InterRidge Vents Database is supported by the InterRidge program for international cooperation in ridge-crest studies (www.interridge.org).
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Regional Environmental Indicator Assessments : 2020 Report

 Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme

 Atmosphere and Climate  Land  Biodiversity  Built Environment  Coastal and Marine  Culture and Heritage  Inland Waters


This dataset hosts 31 individual environmental indicator assessments that are in the **State of Environment and Conservation in the Pacific Islands : 2020 Regional report.**

Regional indicators are used to understand the current status of conservation in the region and to establish a process for periodic reviews of the status of biodiversity and implementation of environmental management measures in the Pacific islands region. 

Each Pacific regional indicator is assessed with regard to:
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State of Environment and Conservation in the Pacific Islands - 2020 Regional Report 

 Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme

 Atmosphere and Climate  Land  Biodiversity  Built Environment  Coastal and Marine  Culture and Heritage  Inland Waters


This first state of the environment report for the Pacific region uses regional environment indicators to assess the status, trends, and data quality and availability for the endorsed Pacific environmental priorities. This report also includes an update of the State of Conservation in Oceania report produced in 2013, which was endorsed and published in 2017.



pdf










Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA): guidelines for Pacific island countries and territories

 SPREP Environmental Monitoring and Governance (EMG)

 Atmosphere and Climate  Land  Biodiversity  Built Environment  Coastal and Marine  Culture and Heritage  Inland Waters


This publication ‘Strategic Environmental Assessment – Guidelines for Pacific Island Countries and

Territories’ has been prepared to provide guidance on the application of SEA as a tool to support

environmental planning, policy and informed decision making. It provides background on the use and

benefits of SEA as well as providing tips and guiding steps on the process, including case studies, toolkits

and checklists for conducting an SEA in the Appendices.
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Strandings of Oceania Database

 Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme

 Biodiversity  Coastal and Marine


The Strandings of Oceania database is a collaborative project between SPREP, WildMe and the South Pacific Whale Research Consortium to record stranding and beachcast data for whales, dolphins and dugongs throughout the Pacific. We use a platform called Flukebook. An account is needed to view or use data within Flukebook but the data is available for download here. You can submit data direct into Flukebook (preferably while logged in) or send a completed data form to SPREP for upload. Guidance on using the database is available :
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